TEMPLATE LETTER

[DATE]

 
Senator [FULL NAME]
Address
City, State Zip
 
Dear Senator [LAST NAME]:
 
I am writing to urge your support of HB 641, which recently and overwhelmingly passed the House of Representatives. Online-only retail companies like Amazon and Overstock do not play by the same rules that Louisiana brick and mortar retailers must follow. Many online retailers have nexus in Louisiana due to affiliate relationships, and these online retailers should be required to collect and remit sales tax. These online retailers have an unfair and artificial competitive advantage of nearly 10 percent over Louisiana retailers who operate brick-and-mortar stores in Louisiana communities.  
 
Opponents of e-fairness laws want people to believe that e-fairness represents a new tax. What e-fairness represents is the equal enforcement of the law meaning every retailer collects the sales tax, not just Louisiana businesses. Purchases made over the Internet are not tax free. When online retailers do not collect the tax on an online sale, the tax is still owed. The burden then falls to consumers to track and remit that tax when filing their personal, state income tax. Online retailers must not maintain an unfair competitive advantage over Louisiana businesses.
 
For the reasons stated above, we strongly support HB 641 and urge you to vote for the measure.
 
Sincerely,
 
Full Name
Company
Address

