[STORE LETTERHEAD]

The Honorable [LEGISLATOR'S NAME]
[FULL ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Dear [SENATOR] or [ASSEMBLYPERSON] [LAST NAME]:

As an independent bookseller based in [CITY], New Mexico, I strongly support House Bill 50, e-fairness legislation, and I am disappointed that the bill was tabled. House Bill 50 would clarify state laws to require non-New Mexico merchants to collect sales tax on purchases shipped to New Mexico if they have online affiliates in the state acting as sales agents on their behalf. I urge you to revive this legislation, which is so critical to the fiscal health of my business.
The tax avoidance being practiced by out-of-state retailers is putting my business at an unfair competitive disadvantage, cutting into my sales, and significantly affecting my bottom line. [in one to two sentences, please provide examples as to how the sales tax inequity and the exodus to remote retailers has negatively affected your business—e.g., have you had to make cuts; layoffs, etc.] If nothing is done to stem the tide, the economic impact on my business will be profound, significantly affecting my business' ability to foster job creation and continued growth.


Online affiliates argue that the state should not do anything that will hurt small businesses or favor one business group over another. I completely agree, and this is exactly the reason I support House Bill 50. I believe the state should enforce sales tax laws fairly among all retailers, not just some. Currently, state tax authorities are allowing remote retailers with online affiliates in the state to skirt sales tax law, thereby unfairly favoring a very small percentage of businesses (online affiliates and remote retailers), while penalizing the 9,300-plus retailers in the state that are following existing sales tax laws. These are the very same retailers that employ some 161,000-plus people and that provide nearly 20 percent of the total employment in the state.
House Bill 50 does not implement a new tax. It addresses a sales tax compliance issue. The current sales tax inequity unfairly puts businesses like mine at a significant competitive disadvantage and undercuts my business on a daily basis. House Bill 50 would establish sales tax equity, and by helping small Main Street businesses like mine, the bill would increase jobs in the state for tax-compliant retailers and help secure needed revenue to support essential local services. 

I hope you will stand up for the thousands of New Mexico retailers who, like me, are being unfairly harmed by this selective sales tax enforcement. Now more than ever, New Mexico has an obligation to pass House Bill 50.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
[NAME, STORE NAME & ADDRESS]

