[STORE LETTERHEAD]

Dear [ASSEMBLYPERSON][SENATOR]:

As an independent business in [STATE NAME], I am asking that you follow New York State's lead and introduce legislation that would clarify our state's existing tax laws. As you may know, last April, New York State passed a provision that required out-of-state merchants that have clear nexus in the state to collect and remit sales tax. Though the provision was initially challenged by Amazon.com, a New York State Supreme Court judge recently dismissed the online retailer's lawsuit. The judge's decision ensures sales tax fairness in New York and will help the state recoup tens of millions of dollars of lost sales tax revenue. 

Without question, New York's actions have clear implications for [STATE NAME], especially considering the economic climate in our state. At last count, 22 states are faced with ever-widening budget gaps and many more are eliminating jobs and services crucial to the well-being of their citizens, according to Stateline.org's 2008 Legislative Review. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures State Budget Update, 16 states reported that their general sales tax collections fell below projections, and in nine of these collections were failing to meet reduced estimates. In addition, 12 states indicated that personal income tax collections would not meet projections, and 16 states noted that their corporate income tax collections were below expectations. 

These numbers are only going to get worse if states unintentionally continue to subsidize out-of-state businesses by allowing remote merchants with nexus in the state to skirt existing tax laws, thereby letting millions of dollars in sales tax revenue go uncollected. Now more than ever, it's the state's obligation to ensure sales tax equity. 

Faced with such grim financial forecasts, states around the country are aggressively seeking solutions. New York State has provided one answer, and that is to enforce existing sales tax laws now. Importantly, I am not discussing any new "Internet taxes." I am simply asking you to equitably enforce existing tax laws by introducing legislation similar to New York State's, which would require out-of-state retailers with nexus in our state -- through an office, warehouse, sales agent, or via online affiliates -- to collect sales tax.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[NAME, STORE NAME & ADDRESS]

