
THE WORLD WITHOUT US, by Alan 
Weisman (Thomas Dunne, $24.95, 
9780312347291/0312347294) “This examination 
of an earth without us is a fascinating blend of the 
sciences, history, and quite plausible speculation. This 
engrossing book will enable readers to see humans’ 
place in the planet’s natural order in an entirely 
new light.  An engrossing read.”—Tom Williams, 
Mendham Books, Mendham, NJ

THE COLDEST WINTER: America and the 
Korean War, by David Halberstam (Hyperion, $35, 
9781401300524/1401300529) “This eagerly awaited 
work by the late journalist / historian examines the 
causes, course, and effects of the Korean War. Halberstam 
focuses on the bravery of the soldiers on both sides, 
shows the consequences of poor strategic thinking, 
and weaves a dense historical context for a better 
understanding of the war.  This will become the definitive 
work on that conflict.”—John Pollock, The Hickory 
Stick Bookshop, Washington Depot, CT
 

BORN STANDING UP: A Comic’s 
Life, by Steve Martin (Scribner, $25, 
9781416553649/1416553649) “A thoroughly 
enjoyable and revelatory read, this memoir of Martin’s 
early days as a hard-working, budding comedian 
reminds us he was the originator of a comedy style 
we now take for granted: absurd, ironic, and full of 
non sequiturs. This book is yet more proof of Martin’s 
incredible talent.”—Marie du Vaure, Vroman’s 
Bookstore, Pasadena, CA

THE YEAR OF LIVING BIBLICALLY: One Man’s 
Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as 
Possible, by A.J. Jacobs (Simon & Schuster, $25, 
9780743291477/0743291476) “The most compulsive 
spiritual seeker ever tries to live by biblical law for an 
entire year. Jacobs’ funny, thoughtful book gets its heft 
from his sincere attempts to practice what others preach, 
and readers will find themselves rethinking these laws, 
and the cultures that live by them.”—Karen Maeda 
Allman, The Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Seattle, WA
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