


Songs of the Dying Earth
Stories in Honor of Jack Vance, by George R.R. 
Martin, Gardner Dozois (eds.), Tom Kidd (illus.) 
(Subterranean, $40, 9781596062139)

“Jack Vance’s masterpiece, The Dying Earth, has inspired 
dozens of science fiction and fantasy authors. In Songs of 
the Dying Earth, Neil Gaiman, Dan Simmons, George R.R. 
Martin, and others take up the challenge to match Vance’s 
vivid worlds and alien cultures as our sun burns red. A 

wonderful chance to read today’s best science fiction and fantasy authors and 
to rediscover (or discover) a true master of the genre.” 

—John Wenger, Kazoo Books, Kalamazoo, MI

That Old Cape Magic
by Richard Russo
(Knopf, $25.95, 9780375414961)

“Jack Griffin doesn’t have fond memories of his parents, 
two college professors who were too often careless of one 
another’s feelings and dismissive of the world at large. Now 
a middle-age married man himself, Griffin wants to be 
anything but like them, yet now his own marriage is 
disintegrating. Russo’s latest novel captures exactly the ways 

we fool ourselves and make fools of ourselves as we grope for truth, and it 
shows the grace truth can provide should we ever manage to recognize it.” 

—Betsy Burton, The King’s English, Salt Lake City, UT

NONFiction
The Fallen Sky
An Intimate History of Shooting Stars,  
by Christopher Cokinos 
(Tarcher, $27.95, 9781585427208) 

“In this incredibly personal book, Cokinos has successfully 
blended natural science, biographical memoir, and bits of 
humor into an immensely engaging read. Deftly splitting his 
focus between the dedicated people who have hunted 
meteors over the years (including himself) and the space 

rocks themselves, Cokinos has written one of those rare books where every 
page was a pleasure to take in.” 

—Jerry Fieldsted, Windows on the World-Books & Art, Mariposa, CA

What I Thought I Knew
A Memoir, by Alice Eve Cohen
(Viking, $24.95, 9780670020959)

“Alice Eve Cohen is 44 years old and sick. Months of  
tests and doctor’s exams have left her with a portfolio of 
diagnoses.  However, an emergency CAT scan reveals the 
real situation: Alice is six months pregnant. Her story is 
horrifying—a litany of medical malpractice and callous 
behavior that will send a chill up your spine. You won’t  
forget her story.” 
—Jackie Blem, Tattered Cover Bookstore, Denver, CO

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE
Bury Me Deep
by Megan Abbott 
(Simon & Schuster, $15 paper, 9781416599098) 

“Megan Abbott’s Jazz Age tale based on the infamous 
Winnie Ruth Judd ‘trunk murderess’ case immediately and 
convincingly transports the reader into a compelling, 
noir-tinged world. Her use of period detail and language is 
masterful, and the characters are vividly and sensitively 
drawn, as the narrative inevitably unfolds to its shocking 
conclusion.” 

—Jamie Agnew, Aunt Agatha’s Ltd., Ann Arbor, MI

Get Real 
A Dortmunder Novel, by Donald E. Westlake 
(Grand Central Publishing, $23.99, 9780446178600) 

“When Dortmunder and his gang of thieves are asked to 
star in a reality TV show, they don’t want any part of 
it—until they figure out a way to rob the show’s backers. 
That’s if everything goes according to plan...Whether you’re 
a long-time Westlake fan or a first-time reader, you’ll love 
Get Real!” 
—Carol Schneck, Schuler Books & Music, Okemos, MI

House Secrets
A Joe DeMarco Thriller, by Mike Lawson 
(Atlantic Monthly Press, $22, 9780802118851) 

“In the latest from Mike Lawson, Joe DeMarco is is asked 
by the Speaker of the House to do a favor for an old friend 
and investigate the death of the man’s son. What follows is 
an intricate, knotty plot, where the justice may be 
unconventional but is certainly appropriate. Lawson 
understands how the world works, how real people move 

through it, and he renders it with an unassumingly poetic—and wittily 
cynical—narration.” 

—JB Dickey, Seattle Mystery Bookshop, Seattle, WA

A Plague of Secrets
by John Lescroart
(Dutton, $26.95, 9780525950929)

“John Lescroart’s latest is as unforgettable as was his The 
13th Juror, with killer pacing and smooth flow, a heart-in-
your-throat trial, and a stunning resolution. And, behind it all, 
Baghdad by the Bay, a loving portrait of magical San 
Francisco, warts and all. Some authors are known for 
characters; some identified with place. John Lescroart  
excels at both.” 

—Barbara Peters, The Poisoned Pen, Scottsdale, AZ

F i n d  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  b o o k s e l l e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a t  I n d i e B o u n d . o r g 
I n d i e B o u n d  i s  a  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B o o k s e l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .

Notables
AUGUST ’09


