
Beat the Reaper
A Novel, by Josh Bazell
“Josh Bazell’s story of a young Manhattan emergency room doctor 
with an unusual past goes down like a good Bloody Mary with a 
powerful kick. The briskly paced thriller offers an entertaining plot, 
quirky characters, and a shocking ending that will haunt the reader 
for a long while.” 

Amy Pierson, Toad Hall Bookstore, Rockport, MA

Sing Them Home
by Stephanie Kallos
“When a tornado dips into Emlyn Springs, Nebraska, it swoops up 
Hope Jones and never sets her down. Decades later, her grown 
children are still looking ... for the lives left incomplete. This epic 
moves expertly between the pre- and post-tornado years, and 
among the three siblings and the townspeople. As in her debut novel, 
Broken For You, Stephanie Kallos carefully weaves a complex tale 
featuring quirky, sympathetic characters.” 

Cheryl McKeon, Third Place Books, Lake Forest Park, WA

DECEMBER ’08

The Little Giant of  
Aberdeen County
A Novel, by Tiffany Baker
“Truly Plaice is definitely larger-than-life—in body and in her 
personality. Motherless from birth, with a perfect sister, Truly’s life is 
mostly a disaster. Almost like a fairy tale, this book has it all—giants; 
wicked (sort of) stepmothers; of course, and magic. How Truly makes 
sense of her life and finds a place in a world that just doesn’t seem 
to have room for her makes for one splendid book.” 

Kym Havens, Wellesley Booksmith, Wellesley, MA

Two Rivers
A Novel, by T. Greenwood
“The Vietnam war, discrimination, and family secrets combine in this 
story of forgiveness and redemption. Greenwood effortlessly 
balances tenderness and grit, resulting in a moving portrait of 
Harper Montgomery’s efforts to make good on past actions and 
regain a sense of integrity.” 

Bev Denor, LaDeDa Books, Manitowoc, WI
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Still Alice
A Novel, by Lisa Genova
“This wonderful debut novel tells the story of 50-year-old Harvard 
professor Alice Howland as she grapples with early-onset Alzheimer’s 
disease. Lisa Genova’s writing style, and her compelling story, will 
leave you thinking of, and wanting to talk about, Alice after finishing 
this powerful, beautiful work.”

 Caitlin Doggart, Where the Sidewalk Ends, Chatham, MA

The Book of  
Unholy Mischief
A Novel, by Elle Newmark
“The Book of Unholy Mischief is a delicious thriller set in Venice in 
1498. Luciano is a street kid — using his wits and his friends to 
survive until a master chef literally plucks him from the street and 
takes him to live in the doge’s kitchen. There, Luciano learns about 
food, life, and integrity—and also about a mysterious book. The 
quest for the book and surviving its impact bring chills and thrills in 
this fantastic novel.” 

Linda Dewberry, Whodunit? Books, Olympia, WA

Bone by Bone
by Carol O’Connell
“Carol O’Connell’s first stand-alone book is a winner—an intricately 
plotted story of an unsolved murder of a teenage boy. This 
extraordinary thriller will keep you hooked.” 

Patricia Worth, River Reader LLC, Lexington, MO

Tinkers,
by Paul Harding
“This debut novel is a slim treasure that, through the lives of a New 
England father and his son, quietly takes on nothing less than the 
measure of a life and the sublime and fearful notes that make it up. 
Harding lifts the face off small moments in quiet lives with a 
language both heartbreaking and exhilarating.”

Ty Wilson, Copperfield’s Books, Sebastopol, CA
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Couch
by Benjamin Parzybok
“This funny novel of furniture moving gone awry is a magical 
realism quest for modern times. Parzybok’s touching story explores 
the aimlessness of our culture, a society of jobs instead of callings, 
replete with opportunities and choices but without the philosophies 
and vocations we need to make meaningful decisions.” 

Josh Cook, Porter Square Books, Cambridge, MA

The Piano Teacher
A Novel, by Janice Y.K. Lee
“Janice Y.K. Lee makes a powerful entry into the literary world with 
this lush, intriguing novel of Hong Kong on the edge of World War II 
and, then, its aftermath. Creating characters as exotic and 
mysterious as the story’s locale, she portrays a society that was lost, 
a facade that eventually brought horrific costs to most of its 
members.” 

Bill Cusumano, Nicola’s Books, Ann Arbor, MI

Daemon
by Daniel Suarez
“Daemon is a terrifying thriller about rogue technology by an 
author who really knows his tech. You’ll never watch someone 
playing an Internet game again without wondering what real-world 
consequences their online actions might be having.” 

Caleb Wilson, Pages For All Ages Bookstore, Savoy, IL

Miles From Nowhere
by Nami Mun
“It’s New York in the ‘80s, and Joon is a teenage Korean immigrant 
living in the Bronx who is now on the run. Rarely does a first novel 
blaze across our dark night with the brilliance and fury of 
lightning—but Mun’s Miles From Nowhere is just that electric.  
A debut to cheer.” 

Nick Petrulakis, Books Inc., Alameda, CA
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Lucky Billy
A Novel About Billy the Kid by John Vernon
“In John Vernon’s compelling novel, the bright, brief flame of Billy the 
Kid’s life illuminates all the excess and anxiety of the Wild West 
itself. From our first glimpse of him to the pathos of his final descent 
into paranoia, Billy disturbs and seduces us, and Vernon’s haunting 
tale pursues us long after we’ve closed the book.” 

Marjorie Darraugh, Pegasus Fine Books & CDs, Berkeley, CA

The Last Stand of  
Fox Company
A True Story of U.S. Marines in Combat, by Bob Drury and 
Tom Clavin
“Another great book from the authors who gave us Halsey’s 
Typhoon. Their latest effectively captures the savagery, command 
mistakes, courage, and tenacity of a company of Marines and those 
who supported them during the Korean War.” 

Richard Daley, Pass Christian Books, Pass Christian, MS

Home Outside
Creating the Landscape You Love, by Julie Moir Messervy 
“Since I can’t get landscape and garden designer Julie Moir 
Messervy to come overhaul my house, this great guide is the next 
best thing.” 

Diana Portwood, Bob’s Beach Books, Lincoln City, OR
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