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The Memoirs of a Beautiful Boy
by Robert Leleux
(St. Martins Griffin, $14.95 paper, 9780312361693/0312361696)

“This memoir of a gay boy growing up in Petunia, Texas, is 
funny, occasionally poignant, and impossible to put down.” 
—Blake Hardy, Outwrite Bookstore & Coffeehouse, 
Atlanta, GA

Seven Days in the Art World
by Sarah Thornton
(Norton, $24.95, 9780393067224/039306722X)

“Each chapter in Thornton’s new book is a separate essay 
about a particular aspect of the art world, and a day spent 
there. We are shown both the sincerely creative and the 
unbelievably pretentious, the front-page headliners and the 
little-known people behind the scenes. What a great idea for 

a book!”
—Anne Wilde, Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop, Mequon, WI

Stuck
Why We Can’t (or Won’t) Move On,  
by Anneli Rufus
(Tarcher, $23.95, 9781585426676/1585426679)

“This is a very interesting look at how, and why, some people 
never seem to move beyond certain events in their 
lives—and how American culture conspires to keep them 
‘stuck’ so they will buy and buy and buy the next answer to 

their ‘problem.’”
—Catherine Carpenter, Cate’s Books and Stuff, Louisiana, MO

That Went Well
Adventures in Caring for My Sister,  
by Terrell Harris Dougan
(Hyperion, $24.95, 9781401323295/1401323294)

“Exuberant, childlike, brain-damaged, Margaret has been, 
alternately, the joy and bane of her sister’s life (although 
she’d never say so). Painting this world with a mixture of 
grace, humor, and heartbreaking accuracy, Dougan opens a 

window into an unfamiliar world for some, and will hugely entertain all of us.”
—Betsy Burton, The King’s English, Salt Lake City, UT

Unknown Soldiers
Reliving World War II in Europe,  
by Joseph E. Garland
(Protean Press, $29.95, 9780962578038/0962578037)

“Joseph Garland’s memoir captures the horror, fear, and 
heroism of average guys facing unthinkable hardship and 
violence in this timeless account of war, collected from his 
journal and interviews with fellow surviving ‘ironheads’ from 

the U.S. Army 45th Infantry Division.”
—Amy Pierson, Toad Hall Bookstore, Rockport, MA

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE

Bad Traffic
An Inspector Jian Novel, by Simon Lewis
(Scribner, $25, 9781416593539/1416593535)

“Meet Inspector Jian, a Chinese cop who can’t speak a word 
of English, who is trying to solve a crime in rural England 
involving his daughter. Quirky, with subtle humor, this 
fast-paced mystery/thriller is a great read.”

—Sue Richardson, Maine Coast Book Shop, 
Damariscotta, ME

A Beautiful Place to Die
by Malla Nunn
(Atria, $25, 9781416586203/1416586202)

“A Beautiful Place to Die is a roaring good mystery, set in 
1950s South Africa. Nunn combines issues of race, politics, 
and small-town power struggles in this provocative and 
atmospheric story about a murdered policeman.”

—Laura Hansen, Bookin’ It, Little Falls, MN

Chasing Smoke
by Bill Cameron
(Bleak House Books, $14.95 paper, 9781606480199/1606480197)

“Thomas Skin Kadash is a Portland homicide detective on 
leave, trying to win the battle of his life over cancer, when his 
former partner looks for help in a case involving suspicious 
suicides. Chasing Smoke is dark, intriguing, and really 
different!”

—Linda Dewberry, Whodunit? Books, Olympia, WA

The Face of a Killer
by Robin Burcell
(Harper, $7.99 paper, 9780061122309/0061122300)

“FBI agent and forensic artist, Sydney Fitzpatrick is a 
‘by-the-book’ agent until she goes against orders, delves into 
her father’s murder, and discovers the possible innocence of 
the killer who is on death row. Burcell’s characters are 
extremely engaging and knowledgeable, and you will want to 

read her earlier books.”
—Susan Wasson, Bookworks, Albuquerque, NM

The Kiss Murder
by Mehmet Murat Somer
(Penguin, $14 paper, 9780143114727/0143114727)

“The Kiss Murder is outrageous—outrageously smart and 
outrageously funny—and it features quite a hero(ine): a male 
computer technician by day and a transvestite hostess of 
Istanbul’s most notorious nightclub by night. With a many-
layered story and a great sense of the many mysteries of 

Istanbul, this is one for those who enjoy a taste of the exotic—an edgy 
armchair peek at a different culture.”

—Carolyn Chin, Books On First, Dixon, IL


