
The Case of the  
Missing Servant
A Vish Puri Mystery, by Tarquin Hall
“Vish Puri, Most Private Investigator, is part Hercule Poirot and part 
Precious Ramotswe—with a nod to Sherlock Holmes, deploying his 
team of undercover operatives in Delhi with shrewd skill. He’s an 
old-fashioned, principled man, not afraid of modern technology as it 
changes the face of India. Irresistible, this quirky story should appeal 
to readers of every stripe, mystery and non.” 

Barbara Peters, The Poisoned Pen, Scottsdale, AZ

How I Became a  
Famous Novelist
by Steve Hely
“This hilarious story is a send-up of being an author, and all other 
aspects of the book business. Hely has written a captivating novel 
about writing a bestselling novel, while doing as little work as 
possible. The fake New York Times bestseller list alone is worth 
the price of this book!” 

Mitch Gaslin, Food For Thought Books, Amherst, MA

DECEMBER ’08

A Happy Marriage
A Novel, by Rafael Yglesias
“Rafael Yglesias tells the story of Enrique and Margaret Sabas, 
who is dying from cancer.  The novel unfolds as we see her 
planning her goodbyes and death interspersed with the story of 
their courtship and long marriage. The novel captures the 
maturing of feelings, the issues around sex, and the frustrations of 
parenthood in such a way that I was riveted, entranced, and 
moved to—and sometimes beyond—tears. Absolutely brilliant.” 

Cathy Langer, Tattered Cover Bookstore, Denver, CO

Sworn to Silence
A Thriller, by Linda Castillo
“Has a serial killer returned to a small, Amish town again after 16 
years? And will the chief of police—now ostracized from her Amish 
family—know the secret behind the killings? Gruesome murders, 
excellent plotting, and a variety of characters with fresh personalities 
all add up to an impressive debut with a vividly creative story.” 

Susan Wasson, Bookworks, Albuquerque, NM
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Shimmer
by Eric Barnes
“This story of high-tech, corporate chicanery creates a foreign, but 
believable, world that will lodge in your mind. Barnes has written a 
gripping depiction of how people can become dehumanized in their 
single-minded drive for success.  A superior novel.” 

Joe Strebel, Anderson’s Bookshop, Naperville, IL

So Happy Together
by Maryann McFadden
“Maryann McFadden has written another great summer read in So 
Happy Together. As the title states, all the characters will be happy 
together by the end of the book, but it’s the getting there that makes 
this one so much fun to read.” 

Beth Carpenter, The Country Bookshop, Southern Pines, NC

Everything Matters!
A Novel, by Ron Currie, Jr.
“What would you do if you knew the hour and the day that earth 
was to be destroyed by a meteor? This is the struggle of Junior 
Thibodeaux. As he races against time to save everything he loves, 
the reader will be transfixed and, ultimately, transformed by this 
big-hearted, brilliant novel.” 

Christopher Bowe, Longfellow Books, Portland, ME

The Cutting
A Novel, by James Hayman
“Detective Michael McCabe moves from the fast-paced life of New 
York City to the more peaceful and idyllic Portland, Maine, in order to 
escape his past. Unfortunately, when his new life is shattered by the 
appearance of a serial killer, it’s up to McCabe to stop this madman 
before he strikes again. A clever and suspenseful thriller.” 

Bob Connolly, Jabberwocky Bookshop & Cafe,  
Newburyport, MA
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Building a Home With  
My Husband
A Journey Through the Renovation of Love,  
by Rachel Simon
“Rachel Simon’s book Building a Home With My Husband is a 
memoir of the couple’s life through a home renovation project that 
used all of his expertise as an architect and a student of Buddhism 
and all of her expertise as a survivor in life and love. Filled with both 
technical ins and outs and insights in recovering from a dysfunctional 
upbringing, this is a book worth reading and rereading.” 

Betsy Rider, Otto’s A Booklovers Paradise, Williamsport, PA

It’s Not Me, It’s You
Subjective Recollections From a Terminally Optimistic, 
Chronically Sarcastic, and Occasionally Inebriated 
Woman, by Stefanie Wilder-Taylor
“Reading Stefanie Wilder-Taylor’s latest book of true-to-life tales of 
her exploits as a young transplant to Hollywood is like sharing a good 
bottle of wine with your best friend for a night of laughter.” 

Sam Droke-Dickinson, Aaron’s Book Corner, Lititz, PA

How Shall I Tell the Dog?
And Other Final Musings, by Miles Kington
“This is a wonderful and original memoir told through letters from 
British journalist Miles Kington to his agent. His letters, full of ideas 
for books and thoughts about life, are short and to the point and 
show his amazing ability to find humor in the darkest moments of 
life.” 

Selina Moraes, The Book Mark, Atlantic Beach, FL

The Actor and the 
Housewife
A Novel, by Shannon Hale
“Becky Jack is a typical Mormon housewife until she stumbles into 
an unlikely, platonic friendship with handsome Hollywood actor Felix 
Callahan. This modern fairy tale asks the question of what happens 
when your secret celebrity crush starts to mix with your ordinary, 
happy home life. A delightful read!” 

Avery Dickey, Inkwood Books, Tampa, FL
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