


Trouble
A Novel, by Kate Christensen
(Doubleday, $26, 9780385527309/0385527306)

“A sexy, steamy book just in time for the hot summer 
months. Kate Christensen knows how to write dialogue and 
characters, and she does it again with the story of two 
female friends going to Mexico to escape their relationship 
problems.” 

—Michele Filgate, RiverRun Bookstore,  
Portsmouth, NH

NONFiction
After America
Narratives for the Next Global Age,  
by Paul Starobin
(Viking, $26.95, 9780670020942/067002094X)

“Paul Starobin’s book is a phenomenal example of 
speculative nonfiction that accessibly assesses the rise and 
plateau of American global dominance and lays down 
several fascinating possibilities for the world’s future.” 

—Emily Pullen, Skylight Books, Los Angeles, CA

Eiffel’s Tower
And the World’s Fair Where Buffalo Bill 
Beguiled Paris, the Artists Quarreled, and 
Thomas Edison Became a Count, by Jill Jonnes
(Viking, $27.95, 9780670020607/0670020605)

“Eiffel’s Tower tells a tale of art, science, entertainment—
and the creation of the Paris icon. The story includes 
Thomas Edison, Buffalo Bill, Gaugin, Whistler, and Gustave 
Eiffel, and the reader learns how the world is, and always 

was, interconnected.” 
—Barbara Theroux, Fact & Fiction, Missoula, MT

The Indifferent Stars Above
The Harrowing Saga of a Donner Party Bride, 
by Daniel James Brown
(Morrow, $25.99, 9780061348105/0061348104)

“Daniel James Brown makes you feel as though you are 
there with the ill-fated members of the wagon train led by 
George Donner through the Sierra Nevada in 1846. A 
compulsive read.” 

—Maryjude Hoeffel, Bookin’ It, Little Falls, MN

Love in Condition Yellow
A Memoir of an Unlikely Marriage,  
by Sophia Raday
(Beacon, $23.95, 9780807072837/0807072834)

“When an Army reservist and Oakland police officer meets 
a Northern California peace activist, sparks fly. The tension 
between the two drastically different world views gives birth 
to a deeper and greater understanding of not only what 
love is, but what it requires of us.”

 —Elizabethe Plante & Dan Chartrand, Water Street Books, Exeter, NH

The Mad Ones
Crazy Joe Gallo and the Revolution at the 
Edge of the Underworld, by Tom Folsom
(Weinstein Books, $24.95, 9781602860810/1602860815)

“The ‘60s were a time of revolution and upheaval, and 
organized crime was not immune from social change. Tom 
Folsom tells of the Gallo brothers’ quixotic challenge to 
crime’s power structure and breathes life into a mostly 
forgotten New York society on the edge of a new world.” 

—Bill Cusumano, Nicola’s Books, Ann Arbor, MI

Retail Superstars
Inside the 25 Best Independent Stores in 
America, by George Whalin
(Portfolio, $26.95, 9781591842606/1591842603)

“Just when you thought Wal-Mart was gobbling up 
independent stores right and left, Whalin introduces us to 
25 retail superstars that have been around a long time and 
are doing very well. Long live the independents!” 

—Joan Kolp, The River’s End Bookstore, Oswego, NY

Tales of Wonder
Adventures Chasing the Divine, an 
Autobiography, by Huston Smith
(HarperOne, $25.99, 9780061154263/0061154261)

“In the classic The World’s Religions, Huston Smith 
introduced several generations to Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, 
and Hinduism. Now, with Tales of Wonder, he pulls back 
the veil on a life well lived, from his childhood as the son of 
missionaries in China to his involvement in the Civil Rights 

movement, to his first-hand experience of religious practice.” 
—Scott Foley, The Boulder Book Store, Boulder, CO

Wicked Plants
The Weed That Killed Lincoln’s Mother and 
Other Botanical Atrocities, by Amy Stewart, 
Briony Morrow-Cribbs (illus.)
(Algonquin, $18.95, 9781565126831/1565126831)

“Master gardener and historian Amy Stewart sheds 
sunlight on the darkest, deadliest (but seemingly 
innocuous) flora around the world. You never know what 

might be growing in your neighbor’s yard!” 
—Emily Stavrou, Schuler Books & Music, Grand Rapids, MI

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE

The Devlin Diary
by Christi Phillips
(Pocket, $25, 9781416527398/1416527397)

“Claire Donovan is back. Now a visiting lecturer at 
Cambridge University, she stumbles across a coded diary 
while attempting to find a subject for her next paper and 
gets caught up in academic intrigue while she tries to 
decode the book. One of the most engrossing novels I’ve 
read in a long time.” 

—Jake Hallman, A Great Good Place for Books, Oakland, CA
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