




My Happiness Bears No Relation to Happiness
A Poet’s Life in the Palestinian Century, by Adina Hoffman
“Adina Hoffman has been relentless in her efforts to research the life of Palestinian poet 
Taha Muhammad Ali, and she possesses a natural gift for storytelling. Her book describes 
the creation of a literary culture under the harshest circumstances. It is about the triumph 
of art and decency and memory against tremendous odds, and it breaks open a world about 
which I knew almost nothing. It’s a terrific book, and readers will be drawn to its account of 
the triumph of the human spirit.” 
—Karl Pohrt, Shaman Drum Bookshop, Ann Arbor, MI

I Loved, I Lost, I Made Spaghetti
by Giulia Melucci
“This scrumptious memoir is a combination of Sex and the City and Classic Italian 
Cooking. Melucci’s love life is peopled with a classic cast, from her commitment-phobe 
true love and the aging hipster to men who need a mother more than a lover. But, along 
the way, she finds her one true love and source of solace in cooking. With 
wonderful recipes, this very tasty book is guaranteed to make you happy.” 
—Elaine Cremaldi, Square Books, Oxford, MS

Almost Home
Stories of Hope and the Human Spirit in the Neonatal ICU, by Christine Gleason 
“Almost Home is a deeply moving read of Christine Gleason’s medical experiences as a 
doctor with premature babies on the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. As she describes a 
different baby in each chapter, the reader is able to see and be part of both the miracles and 
failings that can occur day to day on the NICU. Every page in Almost Home celebrates the 
extraordinary strength of these little babies and all involved in their care.” 
—Jody Hughes, Lakewood Ranch Booksellers, Bradenton, FL

Spiced
A Pastry Chef’s True Stories of Trials by Fire, After-Hours Exploits, andWhat Really 
Goes on in the Kitchen, by Dalia Jurgensen
“It’s a fun, inside look at the best kitchens in New York City. Not as blunt as 
Anthony Bourdain, bust just as honest.” 
—Todd Dickinson, Aaron’s Book Corner, Lititz, PA
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Tide, Feather, Snow
A Life in Alaska, by Miranda Weiss
“Miranda Weiss gives a wonderful feel for life in this wild coastal area—the water, 
the sea birds, the whales, the many kinds of fish, and the diverse characters 
inhabiting Homer. A richly rewarding read.” 
—Reva Colliver, Windows on the World-Books & Art, Mariposa, CA

A Pearl in the Storm
How I Found My Heart in the Middle of the Ocean, by Tori Murden McClure 
“Tori Murden McClure’s account of rowing solo across the Atlantic Ocean is a compelling 
adventure story expertly interwoven with a wrenching and brutally honest account of 
the emotional ups and downs of her life. A Pearl in the Storm is a memoir that doesn’t 
just recount a life—it truly reveals the person who lived it.” 
—Carol Besse, Carmichael’s Bookstore, Louisville, KY

One Square Inch of Silence
One Man’s Search for Natural Silence  
in a Noisy World, by Gordon Hempton and John Grossmann
“This fascinating look at the often overlooked problem of noise pollution is a 
rousing call to action and a wonderful record of one man’s search for the quiet 
places of America. One Square Inch of Silence has opened my eyes 
and ears to a whole new dimension of life.” 
—Jenn Northington, The King’s English, Salt Lake City, UT

Outcasts United
A Refugee Team, an American Town, by Warren St. John
“New York Times reporter Warren St. John brilliantly tells the story of an typical 
southern town that became a settlement center for refugees escaping war zones from 
around the world—and where an American-educated Jordanian woman transforms a 
rag-tag bunch into a disciplined soccer team. You’ll cheer for this can’t-put-it-down 
champion of a book.” 
—Jake Reiss, The Alabama Booksmith, Birmingham, AL
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Finding Oz
How L. Frank Baum Discovered the Great American Story, by Evan I. Schwartz
“An appealing narrative for a reader curious about the man who crafted one of 
America’s most treasured stories, The Land of Oz. Finding Oz shows that one 
person’s imagination can influence the dreams of many.”
—Zachary Tomaszewski, Literary Life Bookstore & More, Inc., Grand Rapids, MI

 

Italian Shoes
A Novel, by Henning Mankell
“While this story about a man torn from a long self-imposed isolation is wholly 
unlike any of Mankell’s Kurt Wallander mysteries, it has some Mankell trademarks—
characters written with such strength and clarity you could see them through a 
deep fog, an unparalleled depiction of the Swedish landscape, and 
brief shocking moments of violence. It’s a marvelous read.” 
—Laura Hansen, Bookin’ It, Little Falls, MN

Look Again
by Lisa Scottoline
“Look Again is a story of an adopted son and missing children that tugs at the heart 
at the same moments that it ratchets up the tension. There is an economy and 
charm to Scottoline’s prose that beguiles the reader and ensnares them in a web of 
suspense, and there is no one better in creating a sense of empathy 
with the lead character.” 
—Joe Drabyak, Chester County Book & Music Company,  
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