


One Foot Wrong
A Novel, by Sofie Laguna
(Other Press, $12.95 paper, 9781590513163)

“Kept imprisoned by her unbalanced, zealously religious 
mother, Hester Wakefield has only fleeting contact with the 
outside world, and the only life she knows is one of torture, 
pain, and abuse. The story of her halting steps toward 
recovery is dark, but it also has an ending that practically 
defines poetic justice and a character whose haunting life 

will resonate long after the book is put down.” 
—Emily Crowe, Odyssey Bookshop, South Hadley, MA

NONFiction
The Natural Laws of Good Luck
A Memoir of an Unlikely Marriage,  
by Ellen Graf
(Trumpeter, $22.95, 9781590306918)

“After a blind date and the briefest of courtships, Ellen Graf  
—a divorced mother of four—marries her tai chi teacher’s 
brother-in-law in China, and the usual challenges of married 
life are complicated by an immense cultural gap. As her 
husband navigates the unfamiliar landscape of upstate 

New York, a portrait emerges of a heroic and memorable man, but not before 
you laugh a little, and cry a little more.” 

—Ilene Traiger, Books on the Common, Ridgefield, CT

Our Boys
A Perfect Season on the Plains With the 
Smith Center Redmen, by Joe Drape
(Times Books, $25, 9780805088908)

“An intimate look at one of high school football’s most 
accomplished legacies, Our Boys is a story of how one 
small Kansas town comes together to raise a group of boys 
to the status of legend... year after year.” 

—Joe Foster, Maria’s Bookshop, Durango, CO

Pictorial Webster’s
A Visual Dictionary of Curiosities,  
by Johnny Carrera
(Chronicle, $35, 9780811867184)

“The greatest oddity resurrected in reference books in a 
generation, this fascinating image-based dictionary (last 
printed in 1898) adds new meaning to the phrase, ‘Let’s 
look it up.’ Pictorial Webster’s is a phenomenal follow-up 
for fans of everything from The Selected Works of T. S. 

Spivet to The Professor and the Madman.” 
—Alex Green, Back Pages Books, Waltham, MA

The Slippery Year
by Melanie Gideon
(Knopf, $24.95, 9780307270672)

“Reading Melanie Gideon’s essays is just like sitting down 
with friends over cups of coffee to chat about how old the 
kids are getting, how much we’re changing, and how to 
read the secret messages in a restaurant menu—all the 
little things in life, which are really the big things.” 

—Jenny Stroyeck, The Homer Bookstore, Homer, AK

Young Woman and the Sea
How Trudy Ederle Conquered the English 
Channel and Inspired the World,  
by Glenn Stout
(Houghton, $25, 9780618858682)

“Trudy Ederle, the first woman to successfully swim the 
English Channel in 1926, is the focus of this fascinating and 
readable book. Young Woman and the Sea is both 
inspirational and painlessly educational. Every young 

woman should read it to see where women were in society 100 years ago. 
Stout is an excellent storyteller.” 

—Nancy Fontaine, The Yankee Bookshop, Woodstock, VT

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE
The Merry Misogynist
by Colin Cotterill
(Soho, $24, 9781569475560)

“There’s no telling how long a serial killer can go without 
being caught, but in The Merry Misogynist Laotian 
coroner Dr. Siri goes all out to catch the killer of a beautiful 
young woman. Now if only the Communist bureaucrats will 
just let him do his job.  A wonderful read!” 

—Linda Dewberry, Whodunit? Books, Olympia, WA

Mortal Friends
A Novel, by Jane Stanton Hitchcock
(Harper, $25.99, 9780061173707)

“Mortal Friends has it all—sex, politics, friendship, murder, 
and a plot that keeps you guessing until the end.” 

—Cinda Meister, Booksmart, Morgan Hill, CA

Vanished
by Joseph Finder
(St. Martin’s, $25.99, 9780312379087)

“Joseph Finder has created a fabulous new character, Nick 
Heller, who is ex-Special Forces with important contacts 
and brilliant deductive reasoning. Vanished is intelligent, 
intricate, and an outstanding beginning to what fans hope 
will be a long-running series.” 

—Susan Wasson, Bookworks, Albuquerque, NM
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