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5
) “In her debut 

novel, Pileggi introduces us to the W
ild W

est of 
1885 and the story of 10-year-old Jake, w

ho is 
throw

n into the Idaho Territorial Penitentiary 
for supposedly shooting a m

an. Jake is given a 
job helping to tend hogs, is taught to read, and 
m

arvels daily that he has full plates of food. H
is 

loyalty to the guards and inm
ates w

ho befriend 
him

 leads to trouble w
hen he thw

arts an 
attem

pted escape plan. Based on a new
spaper 

account of a boy’s actual incarceration, 
Prisoner 88 leaves us w

anting to know
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happens next.”  —
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