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Other Indie Favorites
The Precious One: A Novel, by Marisa de los 
Santos (William Morrow, $25.99) “In The Precious One, de 
los Santos offers a tale of family secrets, love, rejection, and forgiveness. 
The point of view shifts between two half-sisters who have met only 
once in 16 years: Taisy Cleary, now 35, and 16-year-old Willow. Why 
would their father bring his daughters together now, after he has kept 
them apart for all these years? The story is both warmly funny and 
heartbreaking as the two sisters share their perceptions and insights into 
the man who abandoned his first family. This is a thoroughly enjoyable 
read!”  —Fran Duke, Where the Sidewalk Ends, 
Chatham, MA
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Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter, by 
Nina MacLaughlin (W.W. Norton, $25.95) “After 
10 years working as a journalist in front of a computer screen, Nina 
knew she needed a career change.  An ad on Craigslist caught her 
eye: ‘Carpenter’s Assistant sought: Women strongly encouraged to 
apply.’ So begins Nina’s journey, as Mary, her mentor, transforms 
her from desk sitter to desk maker. Hammer Head not only shows 
readers how Nina became a carpenter, but also that she can still 
work wonders with her words.”  —Barbara Theroux, Fact 
& Fiction, Missoula, MT

 1.  The Girl on the Train
  Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $26.95

 2.  All the Light We Cannot See
  Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

 3.  The Buried Giant
  Kazuo Ishiguro, Knopf, $26.95

 4.  At the Water’s Edge
  Sara Gruen, Spiegel & Grau, $28

 5.  The Fifth Gospel
  Ian Caldwell, S&S, $25.99

 6.  The Harder They Come
  T.C. Boyle, Ecco, $27.99

 7.  A Spool of Blue Thread
  Anne Tyler, Knopf, $25.95

 8.  The Nightingale
  Kristin Hannah, St. Martin’s, $27.99

 9.  The Stranger
  Harlan Coben, Dutton, $27.95

 10.  Blood on Snow
  Jo Nesbø, Knopf, $23.95

 11.  Falling in Love
  Donna Leon, Atlantic Monthly Press, $26

 12.  World Gone By
  Dennis Lehane, Morrow, $27.99

 13.  A Dangerous Place
  Jacqueline Winspear, Harper, $26.99

 14.  Leaving Berlin
  Joseph Kanon, Atria, $27

 15.  Trigger Warning
  Neil Gaiman, Morrow, $26.99

 16.  Emma: A Modern Retelling
  Alexander McCall Smith, Pantheon, $25.95

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

★

 1.  Dead Wake
  Erik Larson, Crown, $28

 2.  The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up
  Marie Kondo, Ten Speed Press, $16.99

 3.  H Is for Hawk
  Helen MacDonald, Grove Press, $26

 4.  Being Mortal
  Atul Gawande, Metropolitan, $26

 5.  Between You & Me
  Mary Norris, Norton, $24.95

 6.  Yes Please
  Amy Poehler, Dey Street, $28.99

 7.  Better Than Before
  Gretchen Rubin, Crown, $26

 8.  The Residence: Inside the Private   
  World of the White House
  Kate Andersen Brower, Harper, $27.99

 9.  Heretic: Why Islam Needs a    
  Reformation Now
  Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Harper, $27.99

 10.  In Defense of a Liberal Education
  Fareed Zakaria, Norton, $23.95

 11.  Killing Patton
  Bill O’Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

 12.  A Fine Romance
  Candice Bergen, S&S, $28

 13.  Everything I Need to Know I Learned  
  From a Little Golden Book
  Diane Muldrow, Golden Books, $9.99

 14.  What If?
  Randall Munroe, Houghton Mifflin, $24

 15.  So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed
  Jon Ronson, Riverhead, $27.95
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