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Other Indie Favorites
Over the Plain Houses: A Novel, by Julia Franks 
(Hub City Press, $26) “Tense and atmospheric, this novel 
is set in Depression-era North Carolina but confronts a number of 
issues that are relevant today. I consider it one of the best historical 
fiction titles I’ve read lately—what must have been intensive 
research blends seamlessly with unforgettable characters and vibrant 
depictions of mountain caves, mining towns, and struggling farms. 
The book brilliantly takes readers back to a bygone era while subtly 
showing that it is an era whose darkness could soon fall again. Fans of 
Claire Fuller and Ron Rash won’t want to miss it.”  —Elizabeth 
Weber, The Book Table, Oak Park, IL

 Indie Bestsellers
Hardcover Week of 05.04.16

 = Debut          = On the Rise

Life Without a Recipe: A Memoir of Food and 
Family, by Diana Abu-Jaber (W.W. Norton, 
$26.95) “Is it any wonder that memoir is the richest genre? The 
stories we live are far more fanciful, heartbreaking, and ridiculous 
than the ones we create with our imagination. We have no control 
over them. They unfold in spite of our best efforts in a clumsy, 
unsettled mess that becomes our life. In Life Without a Recipe, Abu-
Jaber stops along the way to consider the terrain. She can’t control 
the events, but she controls the words with tight, perfect sentences. 
There’s a beauty and elegance to the prose that elevates this story 
of the author’s search for identity that results in a warm and wise 
delicacy to be savored.”  —Terry Nebeker, One More 
Page, Arlington, VA

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $26.99

  2. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

  3. The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $26.95

  4. The Last Mile
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

  5. Miller’s Valley
Anna Quindlen, Random House, $28

  6. Eligible
Curtis Sittenfeld, Random House, $28

  7. The Nightingale
Kristin Hannah, St. Martin’s, $27.99

  8. The Summer Before the War
Helen Simonson, Random House, $28

  9. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $26

10. My Name Is Lucy Barton
Elizabeth Strout, Random House, $26

11. The Little Red Chairs
Edna O’Brien, Little Brown, $27

12. Journey to Munich
Jacqueline Winspear, Harper, $26.99

13. Fool Me Once
Harlan Coben, Dutton, $28

14. Extreme Prey
John Sandford, Putnam, $29

15. Maestra
L.S. Hilton, Putnam, $27

20. The Excellent Lombards
Jane Hamilton, Grand Central, $26

  1. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

  2. The Rainbow Comes and Goes
Anderson Cooper, Gloria Vanderbilt, Harper, 
$27.99

  3. The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying  
       Up

Marie Kondo, Ten Speed Press, $16.99

  4. Lab Girl
Hope Jahren, Knopf, $26.95

  5. Between the World and Me
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Spiegel & Grau, $24

  6. Seven Brief Lessons on Physics
Carlo Rovelli, Riverhead, $18

  7. Shoe Dog: A Memoir by the Creator  
       of Nike

Phil Knight, Scribner, $29

  8. Being Mortal
Atul Gawande, Metropolitan, $26

  9. The Third Wave
Steve Case, S&S, $26.95

10. The Startup Checklist: 25 Steps to a  
       Scalable, High-Growth Business

David S. Rose, Wiley, $32

11. Fascinate: How to Make Your Brand  
       Impossible to Resist

Sally Hogshead, HarperBusiness, $28.99

12. The Sleep Revolution
Arianna Huffington, Harmony, $26

13. Smarter Faster Better
Charles Duhigg, Random House, $28

14. Old Age: A Beginner’s Guide
Michael Kinsley, Tim Duggan Books, $18

15. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, 
$24.99


