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Other Indie Favorites
A Hundred Thousand Worlds: A Novel, by Bob 
Proehl (Viking, $26) “Nine-year-old Alex and his mom, Valerie, 
the ex-star of a superhero TV show, make their way across the 
country, Comic-Con by Comic-Con, toward a future of inevitable 
loss. They visit the fallen heroes, wise women, and wizards of pen-and-
ink who have all shaped the story of their lives. Pushed and pulled by 
so many other people’s stories, can Alex and Valerie learn to write 
their own?”  —Cat Nichols, Bookshop Santa Cruz, 
Santa Cruz, CA
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As Good as Gone: A Novel, by Larry Watson 
(Algonquin Books, $26.95) “After the death of his wife, 
Cal Sidey abandoned his children for the life of a solitary ranch 
hand in Montana. Years later, in 1963, his son Bill asks his father to 
return home to look after his grandchildren, while Bill tends to a 
family emergency. The powerful story of Cal’s visit is a tragedy of 
narrowly missed moments as he attempts reentry into a world that 
no longer has any place for his old-fashioned and violent ways. The 
prose is clear and lovely, every character is strongly drawn, and Cal 
Sidey captured my heart while breaking it. Watson has given us a 
grand Western tragedy, spare and harrowing.”  —Kathi Kirby, 
Powell’s Books, Portland, OR

  1. The Girls
Emma Cline, Random House, $27

  2. The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $26.95

  3. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $26.99

  4. Before the Fall
Noah Hawley, Grand Central, $26

  5. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

  6. First Comes Love
Emily Giffin, Ballantine, $28

  7. End of Watch
Stephen King, Scribner, $30

  8. Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi, Knopf, $26.95

  9. Barkskins
Annie Proulx, Scribner, $32

10. Sweetbitter
Stephanie Danler, Knopf, $25

11. The Nightingale
Kristin Hannah, St. Martin’s, $27.99

12. Modern Lovers
Emma Straub, Riverhead, $26

13. Here’s to Us
Elin Hilderbrand, Little Brown, $28

14. Foreign Agent
Brad Thor, Atria, $27.99

15. I Almost Forgot About You
Terry McMillan, Crown, $27

  1. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

  2. Grunt
Mary Roach, Norton, $26.95

  3. Tribe
Sebastian Junger, Twelve, $22

  4. The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up
Marie Kondo, Ten Speed Press, $16.99

  5. Shoe Dog
Phil Knight, Scribner, $29

  6. Hamilton: The Revolution
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Jeremy McCarter, Grand 
Central, $45

  7. Between the World and Me
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Spiegel & Grau, $24

  8. But What If We’re Wrong?
Chuck Klosterman, Blue Rider, $26

  9. The Gene
Siddhartha Mukherjee, Scribner, $32

10. Seven Brief Lessons on Physics
Carlo Rovelli, Riverhead, $18

11. Grit
Angela Duckworth, Scribner, $28

12. Being Mortal
Atul Gawande, Metropolitan, $26

13. White Trash: The 400-Year Untold 	
	      History of Class in America

Nancy Isenberg, Viking, $28

14. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

15. Crisis of Character: A White House 	
	      Secret Service Officer Discloses His 	
	      Firsthand Experience With Hillary, 	
	      Bill, and How They Operate

Gary J. Byrne, Center Street, $27

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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