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Rise: How a House Built a Family, by Cara 
Brookins (St. Martin’s Press, $25.99) “It’s been a long 
time since I’ve read a book with such a strong female character—
and it’s not fiction! After her abusive, third marriage dissolves, 
CaraBrookins resolves not to be scared anymore and decides with 
steadfast determination to take charge of her family. She takes her 
kids on a road trip to a cabin in the Ozarks, where they begin to 
dream about having a new house that represents their new life. As 
they build it, they tear down emotional walls. I kept looking at the 
photo of that amazing house on the back of the book with wonder 
that she was able to do this on her own. What an amazingly strong 
woman! I loved this book.”  —Marya Johnston, Out West 
Books, Grand Junction, CO

Other Indie Favorites
The Fifth Petal: A Novel, by Brunonia Barry 
(Crown, $27) “Brunonia Barry’s newest witchy tale, set in Salem, 
follows the threads of three mysteries that all ended in murder. 
Callie, who carries the scars of murders past, is joined by detectives 
Rafferty and Towner from Barry’s The Lace Reader in a race to stop 
yet more killings and collective town wounds. Barry’s prose excels 
at keeping readers chasing threads and second-guessing theories 
about the crimes depicted. Her research and experience of Salem are 
evident, and her witches make me want to become one. History and 
folklore are woven like lace in this mystery as new characters and 
old favorites attempt to solve puzzles from as far back as the witch 
trials that made Salem famous.”  —Jessica Hahl, Country 
Bookshelf, Bozeman, MT

  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

  6. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper, $27.99

  7. The Whistler
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  8. Difficult Women
Roxane Gay, Grove Press, $25

  9. The Girl Before
J.P. Delaney, Ballantine, $27

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

11. Behind Her Eyes
Sarah Pinborough, Flatiron, $25.99

12. 4 3 2 1
Paul Auster, Holt, $32.50

13. Swing Time
Zadie Smith, Penguin Press, $27

14. Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult, Ballantine, $28.99

15. Moonglow
Michael Chabon, Harper, $28.99

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

★

★

  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Avery, 
$26

  3. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  4. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

  5. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $28.95

  6. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

  7. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O�Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

  8. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

  9. The Little Book of Hygge
Meik Wiking, Morrow, $19.99

10. Thank You for Being Late
Thomas L. Friedman, FSG, $28

11. Between the World and Me
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Spiegel & Grau, $25

12. Portraits of Courage: A Commander 	
	      in Chief’s Tribute to America’s 		
	      Warriors

George W. Bush, Crown, $35

13. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

14. Unshakeable: Your Financial Freedom 	
	      Playbook

Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

15. The Lost City of the Monkey God
Douglas Preston, Grand Central, $28


