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 Indie Bestsellers
Hardcover Week of 03.15.17 

 = Debut 

 = Debut          = On the Rise

The Mother’s Promise: A Novel, by Sally 
Hepworth (St. Martin’s Press, $26.99) “The Mother’s 
Promise is an emotional story of a mother’s love for her teenage 
daughter, who is struggling with severe social anxiety. Alice and 
her daughter, Zoe, cope with their problems until Alice becomes 
critically ill and is faced with a heartbreaking prognosis. She turns to 
two strangers for help with Zoe and her future. As the relationships 
between Zoe and these women evolve, they all confront their own 
personal problems and secrets. This beautifully written story will 
move readers to tears of grief, compassion, and, at its conclusion, 
hope.”  —Fran Duke, Where the Sidewalk Ends, 
Chatham, MA

Other Indie Favorites
Setting Free the Kites, by Alex George (G.P. 
Putnam’s Sons, $27) “This heartfelt and compelling novel 
from A Good American author Alex George is a story of friendship, 
loss, and how we deal with grief, a story about how a single friendship 
can change us forever. Yet again, George has developed beautiful, 
layered characters and you will quickly fall in love with Nathan, 
Robert, and Liam in blustery seaside Maine in the 1970s. You will hear 
the excitement each hot, blistering summer of children and families 
visiting the amusement park owned by Robert’s family. You will laugh, 
you will cry, and you will grieve, but you will not be disappointed.”  
—Amanda Zirn, Bethany Beach Books, Bethany 
Beach, DE

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  4. Exit West
Mohsin Hamid, Riverhead, $26

  5. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  6. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

  7. The Whistler
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  8. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper, $27.99

  9. Celine
Peter Heller, Knopf, $25.95

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

11. Difficult Women
Roxane Gay, Grove Press, $25

12. The Refugees
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $25

13. The Girl Before
J.P. Delaney, Ballantine, $27

14. Humans, Bow Down
James Patterson, Emily Raymond, Little Brown, 
$28

15. Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult, Ballantine, $28.99

  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. South and West: From a Notebook
Joan Didion, Knopf, $21

  3. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

  4. Dear Ijeawele, or A Feminist 		
	      Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Knopf, $15

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Unshakeable
Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

  7. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

  8. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O’Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

  9. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

10. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $28.95

11. The Stranger in the Woods
Michael Finkel, Knopf, $25.95

12. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

13. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

14. The Little Book of Hygge
Meik Wiking, Morrow, $19.99

15. Portraits of Courage
George W. Bush, Crown, $35

20. Blitzed: Drugs in the Third Reich
Norman Ohler, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $28



.org
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  1. 1984 George Orwell, Signet, $9.99
  2. A Dog’s Purpose W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $9.99
  3. The Last Mile David Baldacci, Vision, $9.99
  4. Big Little Lies Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $9.99
  5. Rogue Lawyer John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  6. The Black Widow Daniel Silva, Harper, $9.99
  7. The Murder House James Patterson, David Ellis, Vision, $9.99
  8. The Girl on the Train Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $9.99
  9. The Obsession Nora Roberts, Berkley, $7.99
10. It Can’t Happen Here Sinclair Lewis, Signet Classics, $9.99

FICTION			    	            NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Paperback Week of 03.15.17

MASS MARKET
Another Indie Favorite
Rabbit Cake, by Annie Hartnett (Tin House 
Books, $15.95) “When Eva Rose Babbitt, mother of 
daughters Lizzie, 15, and Elvis, 10, drowns while sleep-swimming, 
her daughters are left to fend for themselves emotionally while 
their father tends to his grief by wearing his wife’s bathrobe 
and lipstick. Elvis stays up at night, trying to keep Lizzie, a 
sleepwalker and sleep-eater, from burning the house down with 
her nocturnal ‘cooking.’ But Elvis doesn’t trust the circumstances 
of her mother’s death and is determined to finish her mother’s 
book, The Sleep Habits in Animals and What They Tell Us About 
Our Own Slumber. Annie Hartnett has created endearing and 
memorable characters in a delightfully original story that is sure 
to become a beloved favorite of readers everywhere.” —Kris 
Kleindienst, Left Bank Books, St. Louis, MO
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  1. A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

  2. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  3. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

  4. The Sympathizer
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $16

  5. A Dog’s Purpose
W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $14.99

  6. Big Little Lies
Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $16

  7. All the Missing Girls
Megan Miranda, S&S, $16

  8. My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell 	
	      You She’s Sorry

Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

  9. In a Dark, Dark Wood
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

10. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

11. Britt-Marie Was Here
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

12. The Summer Before the War
Helen Simonson, Random House, $17

13. The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $16

14. The Shack
Wm. Paul Young, Windblown Media, $15.99

15. Three Sisters, Three Queens
Philippa Gregory, Touchstone, $16.99

17. Home
Harlan Coben, Dutton, $16

  1. Hidden Figures
Margot Lee Shetterly, Morrow, $15.99

  2. The Zookeeper’s Wife
Diane Ackerman, Norton, $15.95

  3. Furiously Happy
Jenny Lawson, Flatiron, $15.99

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. Originals
Adam Grant, Penguin, $17

  6. We Should All Be Feminists
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Anchor, $7.95

  7. Lab Girl
Hope Jahren, Vintage, $16

  8. Why We March
Artisan Publishers, $14.95

  9. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

10. The Immortal Irishman
Timothy Egan, Mariner, $15.99

11. Why I March
Abrams Image, $14.95

12. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons From the 	
	      Twentieth Century

Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

13. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional 	
	      Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

14. The Rainbow Comes and Goes
Anderson Cooper, Gloria Vanderbilt, Harper, $15.99

15. Smarter Faster Better: The 		
	      Transformative Power of Real 		
      Productivity

Charles Duhigg, Random House, $17



  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $17.99

  2. Everything, Everything
Nicola Yoon, Ember, $10.99

  3. 13 Reasons Why
Jay Asher, Razorbill, $10.99

  4. Carve the Mark
Veronica Roth, Katherine Tegen Books, $22.99

  5. Caraval Stephanie Garber, Flatiron, $18.99

  6. Beauty and the Beast: Lost in a Book
Jennifer Donnelly, Disney Press, $16.99

  7. The Sun Is Also a Star
Nicola Yoon, Delacorte, $18.99

  8. The Giver
Lois Lowry, HMH Books for Young Readers, $9.99

  9. A Monster Calls
Patrick Ness, Candlewick, $9.99

10. We Are Okay
Nina LaCour, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$17.99

11. Looking for Alaska
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$19.99

12. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$12.99

13. The United States Constitution: What 	
	      It Says, What It Means

Oxford University Press, $4.95

14. City of Saints & Thieves
Natalie C. Anderson, G.P. Putnam�s Sons  
Books for Young Readers, $18.99

15. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-	
	      Time Indian

Sherman Alexie, Little Brown, $15.99

  1. The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $16.95

  2. Ghosts
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  3. Wonder
R.J. Palacio, Knopf, $16.99

  4. Drama
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  5. Rad Women Worldwide
Kate Schatz, Miriam Klein Stahl (Illus.), Ten Speed 
Press, $15.99

  6. Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ 		
	      Edition)

Margot Lee Shetterly, Harper, $7.99

  7. Sisters
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  8. Smile
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  9. Pokémon Deluxe Essential Handbook
Scholastic, $11.99

10. Rad American Women A-Z
Kate Schatz, Miriam Klein Stahl (Illus.), City Lights 
Books, $14.95

11. The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, 	
	      and Score in This Game Called Life

Kwame Alexander, HMH Books for Young Readers, 
$14.99

12. Short
Holly Goldberg Sloan, Dial, $16.99

13. The Inquisitor’s Tale
Adam Gidwitz, Hatem Aly (Illus.), Dutton, $17.99

14. Brown Girl Dreaming
Jacqueline Woodson, Puffin, $10.99

15. Roller Girl
Victoria Jamieson, Dial, $12.99

Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 03.15.17
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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS			               YOUNG ADULT

For Teen Readers 
You’re Welcome, Universe, by Whitney Gardner 
(Knopf Books for Young Readers, $17.99) “When Julia 
covers up derogatory graffiti about her best friend with her own art—
and then her best friend outs Julia to save herself—Julia is expelled 
from her deaf school and mainstreamed. With her biggest meaningful 
relationship destroyed by betrayal and her mothers both watching 
her more closely due to her act of ‘vandalism,’ Julia just wants to keep 
her head down in public school and get out so she can recapture 
the rush of putting her art out in the world. You’re Welcome, Universe 
really emphasizes the power and complexity of female friendships; the 
window that it opens into deaf culture is an added bonus!”  —Ann 
Childs, Odyssey Bookshop, South Hadley, MA

Indies
Introduce

Indies
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For Ages 9 to 12 
Grand Canyon, by Jason Chin (Roaring Brook 
Press, $19.99) “Jason Chin is amazing, both as an artist and 
author. Who doesn’t want to journey to the Grand Canyon in the 
pages of a book? I’m so excited about sharing this book with kids. 
I love the way the technical illustrations play off the larger picture 
book illustrations in the story. It’s gorgeous and educational, as 
are all of Chin’s books.”  —Jenny Lyons, The Vermont 
Book Shop, Middlebury, VT



Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 03.15.17

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED				              FICTION SERIES

All Fiction Series titles are hardcover and paperback unless noted.

For Ages 4 to 8 
A Perfect Day, by Lane Smith (Roaring Brook 
Press, $17.99) “With evocative, textured artwork and 
playful scenes, Lane Smith has created a fantastic picture book 
that kids and adults will both love.  A Perfect Day combines the 
sensibilities of Smith’s previous work, by placing the artistic 
mastery of Grandpa Green alongside the humor from It’s a Book. 
I can’t wait to share this as a read-aloud in groups or one-
on-one so little listeners can point out beautiful details in the 
artwork and talk about the animals in action!”  —Johanna 
Albrecht, Flyleaf Books, Chapel Hill, NC

  1. Mighty, Mighty Construction Site
Sherri Duskey Rinker, Tom Lichtenheld (Illus.), 
Chronicle, $16.99

  2. Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown, 	
	       Clement Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99

  3. Ada Twist, Scientist
Andrea Beaty, Harry N. Abrams, $17.95

  4. A is for Activist
Innosanto Nagara, Triangle Square, $9.99

  5. The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Eric Carle, Putnam, $10.99

  6. Radiant Child: The Story of Young 	
	      Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat

Javaka Steptoe, Little Brown, $17.99

  7. Not Quite Narwhal Jessie Sima, Simon & 	
	       Schuster Books for Young Readers, $17.99

   8. Where the Wild Things Are
Maurice Sendak, Harper, $18.95

  9. Green Eggs and Ham
Dr. Seuss, Random House, $9.99

10. Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
Dr. Seuss, Random House, $17.99

11. Life on Mars Jon Agee, Dial, $17.99

12. Little Blue Truck
Alice Schertle, Jill McElmurry (Illus.), HMH Books 
for Young Readers, $6.99

13. Pat the Bunny
Dorothy Kunhardt, Golden, $9.99

14. Rosie Revere, Engineer Andrea Beaty, 	
	       David Roberts (Illus.), Abrams, $17.95

15. I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes 	
	      Her Mark

Debbie Levy, Elizabeth Baddeley (Illus.), Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, $17.99

  1. Harry Potter
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books

  2. Elephant & Piggie
Mo Willems, Hyperion

  3. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (hardcover)
Jeff Kinney, Amulet

  4. Magic Tree House
Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), Random 
House

  5. Dog Man (hardcover)
Dav Pilkey, Graphix

  6. Miss Peregrine’s Peculiar Children
Ransom Riggs, Quirk

  7. The Land of Stories
Chris Colfer, Brandon Dorman (Illus.), Little Brown

  8. Big Nate
Lincoln Peirce, Balzer + Bray/Andrews McMeel

  9. Dork Diaries
Rachel Renee Russell, Aladdin

10. I Survived Series
Lauren Tarshis, Scott Dawson (Illus.), Scholastic
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Fiction Week of 03.15.17
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  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  4. Exit West
Mohsin Hamid, Riverhead, $26

  5. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  6. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

  7. The Whistler
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  8. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper, $27.99

  9. Celine
Peter Heller, Knopf, $25.95

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

11. Difficult Women
Roxane Gay, Grove Press, $25

12. The Refugees
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $25

13. The Girl Before
J.P. Delaney, Ballantine, $27

14. Humans, Bow Down
James Patterson, Emily Raymond, Little Brown, 
$28

15. Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult, Ballantine, $28.99

  1. A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

  2. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  3. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

  4. The Sympathizer
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $16

  5. A Dog’s Purpose
W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $14.99

  6. Big Little Lies
Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $16

  7. All the Missing Girls
Megan Miranda, S&S, $16

  8. My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell 	
	      You She’s Sorry

Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

  9. In a Dark, Dark Wood
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

10. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

11. Britt-Marie Was Here
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

12. The Summer Before the War
Helen Simonson, Random House, $17

13. The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $16

14. The Shack
Wm. Paul Young, Windblown Media, $15.99

15. Three Sisters, Three Queens
Philippa Gregory, Touchstone, $16.99

17. Home
Harlan Coben, Dutton, $16
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HARDCOVER			    	           PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Nonfiction Week of 03.15.17
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  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. South and West: From a Notebook
Joan Didion, Knopf, $21

  3. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

  4. Dear Ijeawele, or A Feminist Manifesto 	
	      in Fifteen Suggestions

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Knopf, $15

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Unshakeable
Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

  7. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

  8. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O’Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

  9. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

10. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $28.95

11. The Stranger in the Woods
Michael Finkel, Knopf, $25.95

12. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

13. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

14. The Little Book of Hygge
Meik Wiking, Morrow, $19.99

15. Portraits of Courage
George W. Bush, Crown, $35

20. Blitzed: Drugs in the Third Reich
Norman Ohler, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $28
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  1. Hidden Figures
Margot Lee Shetterly, Morrow, $15.99

  2. The Zookeeper’s Wife
Diane Ackerman, Norton, $15.95

  3. Furiously Happy
Jenny Lawson, Flatiron, $15.99

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. Originals
Adam Grant, Penguin, $17

  6. We Should All Be Feminists
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Anchor, $7.95

  7. Lab Girl
Hope Jahren, Vintage, $16

  8. Why We March
Artisan Publishers, $14.95

  9. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

10. The Immortal Irishman
Timothy Egan, Mariner, $15.99

11. Why I March
Abrams Image, $14.95

12. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons From the 	
	      Twentieth Century

Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

13. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional 	
	      Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

14. The Rainbow Comes and Goes
Anderson Cooper, Gloria Vanderbilt, Harper, $15.99

15. Smarter Faster Better: The 		
	      Transformative Power of Real 		
      Productivity

Charles Duhigg, Random House, $17


