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The Mother’s Promise: A Novel, by Sally 
Hepworth (St. Martin’s Press, $26.99) “The Mother’s 
Promise is an emotional story of a mother’s love for her teenage 
daughter, who is struggling with severe social anxiety. Alice and 
her daughter, Zoe, cope with their problems until Alice becomes 
critically ill and is faced with a heartbreaking prognosis. She turns to 
two strangers for help with Zoe and her future. As the relationships 
between Zoe and these women evolve, they all confront their own 
personal problems and secrets. This beautifully written story will 
move readers to tears of grief, compassion, and, at its conclusion, 
hope.”  —Fran Duke, Where the Sidewalk Ends, 
Chatham, MA

Other Indie Favorites
Setting Free the Kites, by Alex George (G.P. 
Putnam’s Sons, $27) “This heartfelt and compelling novel 
from A Good American author Alex George is a story of friendship, 
loss, and how we deal with grief, a story about how a single friendship 
can change us forever. Yet again, George has developed beautiful, 
layered characters and you will quickly fall in love with Nathan, 
Robert, and Liam in blustery seaside Maine in the 1970s. You will hear 
the excitement each hot, blistering summer of children and families 
visiting the amusement park owned by Robert’s family. You will laugh, 
you will cry, and you will grieve, but you will not be disappointed.”  
—Amanda Zirn, Bethany Beach Books, Bethany 
Beach, DE

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  4. Exit West
Mohsin Hamid, Riverhead, $26

  5. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  6. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

  7. The Whistler
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  8. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper, $27.99

  9. Celine
Peter Heller, Knopf, $25.95

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $27

11. Difficult Women
Roxane Gay, Grove Press, $25

12. The Refugees
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $25

13. The Girl Before
J.P. Delaney, Ballantine, $27

14. Humans, Bow Down
James Patterson, Emily Raymond, Little Brown, 
$28

15. Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult, Ballantine, $28.99

  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. South and West: From a Notebook
Joan Didion, Knopf, $21

  3. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

  4. Dear Ijeawele, or A Feminist   
       Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Knopf, $15

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Unshakeable
Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

  7. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

  8. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O’Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

  9. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

10. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $28.95

11. The Stranger in the Woods
Michael Finkel, Knopf, $25.95

12. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

13. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

14. The Little Book of Hygge
Meik Wiking, Morrow, $19.99

15. Portraits of Courage
George W. Bush, Crown, $35

20. Blitzed: Drugs in the Third Reich
Norman Ohler, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $28


