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The Wanderers, by Meg Howrey (G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, $27) “In The Wanderers, Meg Howrey brilliantly weaves 
together the vastness of outer space with the intimacy of human 
nature. Howrey’s characters are artfully drawn—full of strengths 
and failings and each yearning for something in their relationships 
with others. The Mars simulation at the center of the story 
represents an exciting new frontier for human beings, but Howrey’s 
astronauts demonstrate that even those driving the larger quest for 
human greatness are flawed individuals leading complicated lives. 
This is a wonderfully introspective novel on the meaning of space 
exploration and what we learn about ourselves when facing the 
unknown.”  —Kelsey O’Rourke, Literati Bookstore, 
Ann Arbor, MI

Other Indie Favorites
Abandon Me, by Melissa Febos (Bloomsbury 
USA, $26) “Melissa Febos has one of those minds that’s as good 
at describing scenes as it is at clearly breaking down a complicated 
idea or articulating ambivalence. Abandon Me is a powerhouse 
collection — each essay can be enjoyed on its own, but taken 
together, they form a striking autobiographical portrait of a talented 
young writer and thinker. You won’t want to abandon a voice this 
powerful, and you won’t forget it either.”  —John Francisconi, 
Bank Square Books, Mystic, CT

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. Exit West
Mohsin Hamid, Riverhead, $26

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  6. Mississippi Blood
Greg Iles, Morrow, $28.99

  7. In This Grave Hour
Jacqueline Winspear, Harper, $27.99

  8. The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane
Lisa See, Scribner, $27

  9. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

10. The Whistler
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

11. Celine
Peter Heller, Knopf, $25.95

12. Vicious Circle
C.J. Box, Putnam, $27

13. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper, $27.99

14. Difficult Women
Roxane Gay, Grove Press, $25

15. The Refugees
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Grove Press, $25

  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. The Stranger in the Woods
Michael Finkel, Knopf, $25.95

  3. South and West
Joan Didion, Knopf, $21

  4. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

  5. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

  6. Dear Ijeawele, or a Feminist Manifesto  
       in Fifteen Suggestions

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Knopf, $15

  7. Unshakeable
Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

  8. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  9. A Colony in a Nation
Chris Hayes, Norton, $26.95

10. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

11. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O�Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

12. Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves, Talentsmart, $24.99

13. The Undoing Project
Michael Lewis, Norton, $28.95

14. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

15. The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up
Marie Kondo, Ten Speed Press, $16.99


