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 = Debut          = On the Rise

Marlena: A Novel, by Julie Buntin (Henry Holt & 
Company, $26) “I can’t believe this is a debut novel: the writing 
is so assured; the prose so exquisite. Buntin is a master of word 
choice, and every sentence feels deliberate and precise. I quickly got 
sucked into this story about a pair of teenage girls, one doomed, 
one not. It was a quick read, but one I found myself lingering over. 
I’d recommend Marlena to fans of Megan Abbott’s dark, twisty 
books about girlhood—this is a similarly fierce read!”  —Lauren 
Peugh, Changing Hands Bookstore, Tempe, AZ

Other Indie Favorites
Walking to Listen: 4,000 Miles Across America, 
One Story at a Time, by Andrew Forsthoefel 
(Bloomsbury, $28) “Amidst a calamitous political landscape, 
Americans today seem wary of their fellow citizens and suspicious 
of one another’s beliefs, religion, and ethnicity. Forsthoefel does an 
amazingly wonderful job showing us that our fellow citizens are not 
to be feared, but instead are to be celebrated for their humanity and 
their heart. Setting off to walk across the country after graduating 
college, Forsthoefel aims to get to know the people in the world 
by taking the time to listen to as many people who cross his path. 
A thoughtful and inspiring portrait of America today.”  —Hilary 
Gustafson, Literati Bookstore, Ann Arbor, MI

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  2. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

  3. The Women in the Castle
Jessica Shattuck, Morrow, $26.99

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

  6. The Black Book
James Patterson, Little Brown, $28

  7. Mississippi Blood
Greg Iles, Morrow, $28.99

  8. The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane
Lisa See, Scribner, $27

  9. Exit West
Mohsin Hamid, Riverhead, $26

10. American War
Omar El Akkad, Knopf, $26.95

11. Earthly Remains
Donna Leon, Atlantic Monthly Press, $25

12. In This Grave Hour
Jacqueline Winspear, Harper, $27.99

13. The Twelve Lives of Samuel Hawley
Hannah Tinti, Dial Press, $27

14. Celine
Peter Heller, Knopf, $25.95

15. A Piece of the World
Christina Baker Kline, Morrow, $27.99

17. The Lost Order
Steve Berry, Minotaur, $28.99

  1. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  2. Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering  
       Mercy

Anne Lamott, Riverhead, $20

  3. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

  4. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  5. The Stranger in the Woods
Michael Finkel, Knopf, $25.95

  6. South and West
Joan Didion, Knopf, $21

  7. Old School
Bill O’Reilly, Bruce Feirstein, Holt, $27

  8. When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi, Random House, $25

  9. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck:  
       A Counterintuitive Approach to Living  
       a Good Life

Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

10. Unshakeable
Tony Robbins, S&S, $26

11. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper, $35

12. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

13. Killing the Rising Sun
Bill O�Reilly, Martin Dugard, Holt, $30

14. The Kim Kardashian Principle
Jeetendr Sehdev, St. Martin�s, $26.99

15. A Colony in a Nation
Chris Hayes, Norton, $26.95


