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 = Debut          = On the Rise

Chemistry: A Novel, by Weike Wang (Knopf, 
$24.95) “The unnamed narrator of Wang’s winning and insightful 
novel is working on her PhD in synthetic organic chemistry, but 
the chemistry she really needs to learn is the one that makes 
relationships click. The prodigy daughter of high-achieving Chinese 
American parents, she’s always strived to meet their demanding 
expectations. Then, suddenly, she just can’t. Her lab work falters. 
She’s unable to accept or decline her boyfriend’s marriage proposal. 
But when she has a breakdown and loses in both academia and in 
love, she finally realizes how angry she is. Coming to terms with 
her past becomes her next project, and soon she can see her 
parents in a new light.”  —Laurie Greer, Politics & Prose 
Bookstore, Washington, DC

Other Indie Favorites
The Fact of a Body: A Murder and a Memoir, 
by Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich (Flatiron 
Books, $26.99) “Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich didn’t set 
out to investigate the murder of six-year-old Jeremy Guillory 
in Louisiana; it was the case she happened upon as a young law 
school intern in 1992. In a fascinating twist, this becomes not only 
the true story of a heinous crime for which the perpetrator is 
in prison, but also of the investigation that unlocks the author’s 
memories of her own youth, a childhood in which she and 
her sisters were repeatedly sexually abused by their maternal 
grandfather. I’ve never read another book like this.”  —Anne 
Holman, The King’s English, Salt Lake City, UT

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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  1. Camino Island
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  2. Into the Water
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $28

  3. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
Arundhati Roy, Knopf, $28.95

  4. Magpie Murders
Anthony Horowitz, Harper, $27.99

  5. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $25.95

  6. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  7. Dragon Teeth
Michael Crichton, Harper, $28.99

  8. Anything Is Possible
Elizabeth Strout, Random House, $27

  9. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

10. Testimony
Scott Turow, Grand Central, $28

11. Since We Fell
Dennis Lehane, Ecco, $27.99

12. Men Without Women
Haruki Murakami, Knopf, $25.95

13. No Middle Name
Lee Child, Delacorte Press, $27

14. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $28

15. Beartown
Fredrik Backman, Atria, $26.99

16. The Essex Serpent
Sarah Perry, Custom House, $26.99

  1. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  2. Theft by Finding: Diaries (1977–2002)
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  3. Al Franken, Giant of the Senate
Al Franken, Twelve, $28

  4. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  5. Option B
Sheryl Sandberg, Adam Grant, Knopf, $25.95

  6. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  7. The American Spirit
David McCullough, S&S, $25

  8. Make Your Bed
William H. McRaven, Grand Central, $18

  9. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Doubleday, $28.95

10. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

11. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

12. Hue 1968: A Turning Point of the   
       American War in Vietnam

Mark Bowden, Atlantic Monthly Press, $30

13. I Can’t Make This Up: Life Lessons
Kevin Hart, Atria, $26.99

14. Get Your Sh*t Together
Sarah Knight, Little Brown, $18.99

15. Shattered
Jonathan Allen, Amie Parnes, Crown, $28


