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The Hidden Light of Northern Fires: A Novel, 
by Daren Wang (Thomas Dunne Books, $26.99) 
“In The Hidden Light of Northern Fires, a town on the Underground 
Railroad secedes from the Union after it becomes fractured by the 
politics of the American Civil War. While Wang’s tale benefits from 
being based on truth, that is a moot point. His well-developed, very 
real characters and masterful writing are all that’s needed for an 
incredible debut. Though a novel of the home front, it is nonetheless 
a war novel focusing on how conflict brings out the best and worst 
in people. It is one of the best works of historical fiction on the Civil 
War that I’ve ever read, and perhaps even that exists.”  —Carl 
Kranz, The Fountain Bookstore, Richmond, VA

Other Indie Favorites
Unraveling Oliver: A Novel, by Liz Nugent 
(Gallery/Scout Press, $26) “Oliver, the titular center 
of Liz Nugent’s chilling debut thriller, will attract and repel the 
reader as his deep wounds and legacy of destruction are revealed 
by his own confessions and by the recollections of those whose 
lives intersect with his. The novel opens with Oliver, a successful 
writer living in apparent domestic contentment, beating his wife 
into a coma. Why? As Oliver’s crimes come into focus, Nugent’s 
brilliance is in balancing the evil he does with the evil that is done 
to him. Is he to be reviled or pitied? Or both?”  —Anmiryam 
Budner, Main Point Books, Wayne, PA

  1. A Legacy of Spies
John le Carré, Viking, $28

  2. Glass Houses
Louise Penny, Minotaur, $28.99

  3. My Absolute Darling
Gabriel Tallent, Riverhead, $27

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. Y Is for Yesterday
Sue Grafton, Marian Wood Books/Putnam, $29

  6. Camino Island
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  7. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $26

  8. Mrs. Fletcher
Tom Perrotta, Scribner, $26

  9. Enemy of the State
Vince Flynn, Kyle Mills, Atria, $28.99

10. The Golden House
Salman Rushdie, Random House, $28.99

11. The Burning Girl
Claire Messud, Norton, $25.95

12. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

13. The Western Star
Craig Johnson, Viking, $28

14. The Late Show
Michael Connelly, Little Brown, $28

15. The Store
James Patterson, Little Brown, $27

  1. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  2. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  3. Al Franken, Giant of the Senate
Al Franken, Twelve, $28

  4. The Subtle Art of Not Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Get Your Sh*t Together
Sarah Knight, Little Brown, $18.99

  7. Fantasyland: How America Went   
       Haywire: A 500-Year History

Kurt Andersen, Random House, $30

  8. Theft by Finding: Diaries (1977–2002)
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  9. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

10. Why Buddhism Is True
Robert Wright, S&S, $27

11. Make Your Bed
William H. McRaven, Grand Central, $18

12. Coming to My Senses: The Making of a  
       Counterculture Cook

Alice Waters, Clarkson Potter, $27

13. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Doubleday, $28.95

14. Happy Accidents: The Transformative  
							Power	of	“Yes,	And�	at	Work	and	in	Life

David Ahearn, et al., Wiley, $23

15. Unfu*k Yourself
Gary John Bishop, HarperOne, $19.99
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  1. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

  2. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  3. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  4. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  5. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper Perennial, $16.99

  6. The Trespasser
Tana French, Penguin, $17

  7. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

  8. Behind Closed Doors
B.A. Paris, St. Martin’s Griffin, $16.99

  9. Truly Madly Guilty
Liane Moriarty, Flatiron, $16.99

10. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

11. A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

12. Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi, Vintage, $16

13. News of the World
Paulette Jiles, Morrow, $15.99

14. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $16.99

15. Ready Player One
Ernest Cline, Broadway, $16

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

  1. The Whistler John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  2. A Game of Thrones George R.R. Martin, Bantam, $9.99
  3. The Gunslinger Stephen King, Pocket, $9.99
  4. American Assassin Vince Flynn, Pocket, $9.99
  5. The Seventh Plague James Rollins, Morrow, $9.99
  6. Night School Lee Child, Dell, $9.99
  7. The Moores Are Missing James Patterson, Grand Central,  
       $9.99
  8. No Man’s Land David Baldacci, Vision, $9.99
  9. Turbo Twenty-Three Janet Evanovich, Bantam, $8.99
10. The Husband’s Secret Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $9.99

FICTION                NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Paperback Week of 09.13.17

MASS MARKET
Another Indie Favorite
Swallowing Mercury: A Novel, by Wioletta 
Greg, Eliza Marciniak (Trans.) (Transit Books/
Consortium, $15.95) “In Swallowing Mercury, nuanced 
gestures, drop-dead metaphors, and indelible observations 
coalesce in a series of episodes from 1980s Poland. English-
speaking readers possessing no knowledge of the political climate 
and history of the time, fear not, for Greg’s primary concern is 
one of universality, as many scenes take on that unmistakable 
relatability of childhood. Stories of high jinks, first love, familial 
absurdity, and death are the basis of these vignettes, while an 
excellent note from translator Eliza Marciniak contextualizes 
the book within the wider world.”  —John Gibbs, Green 
Apple Books on the Park, San Francisco, CA

  1. The Glass Castle
Jeannette Walls, Scribner, $17

  2. Being Mortal: Medicine and What  
       Matters in the End

Atul Gawande, Picador USA, $16

  3. Rogue Heroes
Ben Macintyre, Broadway, $16

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. On Trails
Robert Moor, S&S, $16

  6. The Girl With the Lower Back Tattoo
Amy Schumer, Gallery, $16

  7. On Tyranny
Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

		8.	Invisible	Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

  9. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

10. Scrappy Little Nobody
Anna Kendrick, Touchstone, $16

11. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

12. The Pigeon Tunnel: Stories From My  
       Life

John le Carré, Penguin, $17

13. The Genius of Birds
Jennifer Ackerman, Penguin, $17

14. Dunkirk
Joshua Levine, Morrow, $16.99

15. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95
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  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $17.99

  2. Everything, Everything
Nicola Yoon, Ember, $10.99

  3. 13 Reasons Why
Jay Asher, Razorbill, $10.99

  4. Salt to the Sea
Ruta Sepetys, Penguin, $10.99

  5. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part- 
       Time Indian

Sherman Alexie, Little Brown, $15.99

  6. They Both Die at the End
Adam Silvera, HarperTeen, $17.99

  7. The Giver
Lois Lowry, HMH Books for Young Readers, $9.99

  8. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf, $12.99

  9. One of Us Is Lying
Karen M. McManus, Delacorte, $17.99

10. The Sun Is Also a Star
Nicola Yoon, Delacorte, $18.99

11. The Fault in Our Stars
John Green, Speak, $12.99

12. I’ll Give You the Sun
Jandy Nelson, Speak, $10.99

13. Genuine Fraud
E. Lockhart, Delacorte, $18.99

14. Looking for Alaska
John Green, Dutton, $19.99

15. Paper Towns
John Green, Penguin, $10.99

  1. Wonder
R.J. Palacio, Knopf, $16.99

  2. All’s Faire in Middle School
Victoria Jamieson, Dial, $12.99

  3. A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle, Square Fish, $6.99

  4. The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $16.95

  5. Laugh Out Loud
James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein, Jeff Ebbeler 
(Illus.), Jimmy Patterson, $13.99

  6. Minecraft: The Island
Max Brooks, Del Rey, $17.99

  7. Sisters
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  8. Ghosts
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  9. Drama
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

10. Real Friends
Shannon Hale, LeUyen Pham (Illus.), First Second, 
$12.99

11. Auggie & Me
R.J. Palacio, Knopf, $16.99

12. The War That Saved My Life
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Puffin, $8.99

13. Smile
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

14. Refugee
Alan Gratz, Scholastic Press, $16.99

15. When the Sea Turned to Silver
Grace Lin, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 
$9.99

Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 09.13.17
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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS               YOUNG ADULT
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For Teen Readers 
Mask of Shadows by Linsey Miller (Sourcebooks 
Fire, $17.99) “When Sal robs an intriguing court lady, it turns 
out that her purse contains more than just valuables—inside is also 
a flier announcing auditions to be one of the queen’s elite assassins. 
Sal signs up, entering a Hunger Games-style contest in which the lone 
survivor takes all. But when the intriguing lady reappears, Sal suddenly 
has to balance the competing demands of assassination and romance. 
Featuring a gender-fluid main character and a diverse cast of ruffians, 
former magicians, and court personalities, this is an exhilarating, 
violent romp of a read.”  —Lillian Tschudi-Campbell,  
The Red Balloon Bookshop, St. Paul, MN

★

Indies
Introduce

For Ages 9 to 12 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell (Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, $16.99) 
“Stranded in the Amazon after a plane crash, four tenacious 
children band together, summoning courage and creativity to find 
their way back home. Readers will be transfixed as the survivors 
build a raft, mimic monkeys to harvest honey, discover the unique 
fishy-chicken flavor of tarantula, and adopt an orphaned sloth. 
Rundell’s story of adversity and friendship is a must for readers 
who love survival stories like Hatchet, and anyone with an 
adventurous spirit!”  —Sara Grochowski, McLean & 
Eakin Booksellers, Petoskey, MI

★
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 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 09.13.17

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED              CHILDREN’S SERIES

 = Debut

All Fiction Series titles are hardcover and paperback unless noted.

★

For Ages 4 to 8 
Professional Crocodile by Giovanna Zoboli, 
Mariachiara Di Giorgio (Illus.) (Chronicle 
Books, $17.99) “Professional Crocodile is a book in which to 
immerse yourself. Readers will revel in each gloriously illogical yet 
everyday detail and will delight in the hilarious twist at the end. 
Perfection.”  —Hannah DeCamp, Avid Bookshop, 
Athens, GA

  1. She Persisted: 13 American Women  
       Who Changed the World

Chelsea Clinton, Alexandra Boiger (Illus.), 
Philomel, $17.99

  2. Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown,  
        Clement Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99

  3. Uni the Unicorn and the Dream   
       Come True

Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Brigette Barrager (Illus.), 
Random House Books for Young Readers, $17.99

  4. The Mermaid Jan Brett, G.P. Putnam’s Sons  
        Books for Young Readers, $18.99

  5. Creepy Pair of Underwear!
Aaron Reynolds, Peter Brown (Illus.), Simon & 
Schuster (BYR), $17.99

  6. Dragons Love Tacos
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $16.99

  7. Dragons Love Tacos 2: The Sequel
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $18.99

  8. The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Eric Carle, Putnam, $10.99

  9. Where the Wild Things Are
Maurice Sendak, Harper, $18.95

10. Uni the Unicorn
Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Brigette Barrager (Illus.), 
Random House Books for Young Readers, $8.99

11. Good Night, Gorilla
Peggy Rathmann, Putnam, $7.99

12. A Is for Activist
Innosanto Nagara, Triangle Square, $9.99

13. Ada Twist, Scientist Andrea Beaty, David  
        Roberts (Illus.), Abrams, $17.95

14. Little Blue Truck Alice Schertle, Jill   
        McElmurry (Illus.), HMH Books for Young Readers,  
 $7.99

15. Sarabella’s Thinking Cap
Judy Schachner, Dial, $17.99

   1. Harry Potter
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books

  2. Dog Man (hardcover)
Dav Pilkey, Graphix

  3. Elephant & Piggie (hardcover)
Mo Willems, Hyperion
New in Series: We Are in an ART-ivity 
Book!

  4. The Land of Stories
Chris Colfer, Little Brown

  5. Magic Tree House
Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), Random 
House

  6. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (hardcover)
Jeff Kinney, Amulet

  7. Captain Underpants
Dav Pilkey, Scholastic

  8. I Survived
Lauren Tarshis, Scholastic

  9. The Princess in Black
Shannon Hale, Dean Hale, LeUyen Pham (Illus.), 
Candlewick
New in Series: The Princess in Black and 
the Mysterious Playdate

10. Big Nate
Lincoln Peirce, Balzer + Bray/Andrews McMeel
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  1. A Legacy of Spies
John le Carré, Viking, $28

  2. Glass Houses
Louise Penny, Minotaur, $28.99

  3. My Absolute Darling
Gabriel Tallent, Riverhead, $27

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. Y Is for Yesterday
Sue Grafton, Marian Wood Books/Putnam, $29

  6. Camino Island
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  7. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $26

  8. Mrs. Fletcher
Tom Perrotta, Scribner, $26

  9. Enemy of the State
Vince Flynn, Kyle Mills, Atria, $28.99

10. The Golden House
Salman Rushdie, Random House, $28.99

11. The Burning Girl
Claire Messud, Norton, $25.95

12. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

13. The Western Star
Craig Johnson, Viking, $28

14. The Late Show
Michael Connelly, Little Brown, $28

15. The Store
James Patterson, Little Brown, $27
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  1. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

  2. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  3. Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly, Ballantine, $17

  4. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  5. Commonwealth
Ann Patchett, Harper Perennial, $16.99

  6. The Trespasser
Tana French, Penguin, $17

  7. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

  8. Behind Closed Doors
B.A. Paris, St. Martin’s Griffin, $16.99

  9. Truly Madly Guilty
Liane Moriarty, Flatiron, $16.99

10. Milk and Honey
Rupi Kaur, Andrews McMeel, $14.99

11. A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman, Washington Square Press, $16

12. Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi, Vintage, $16

13. News of the World
Paulette Jiles, Morrow, $15.99

14. The Nest
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Ecco, $16.99

15. Ready Player One
Ernest Cline, Broadway, $16



Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Nonfiction Week of 09.13.17

 = Debut

  1. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  2. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  3. Al Franken, Giant of the Senate
Al Franken, Twelve, $28

  4. The Subtle Art of Not Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Get Your Sh*t Together
Sarah Knight, Little Brown, $18.99

  7. Fantasyland: How America Went   
       Haywire: A 500-Year History

Kurt Andersen, Random House, $30

  8. Theft by Finding: Diaries (1977–2002)
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  9. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

10. Why Buddhism Is True
Robert Wright, S&S, $27

11. Make Your Bed
William H. McRaven, Grand Central, $18

12. Coming to My Senses: The Making of a  
       Counterculture Cook

Alice Waters, Clarkson Potter, $27

13. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Doubleday, $28.95

14. Happy Accidents: The Transformative  
							Power	of	“Yes,	And�	at	Work	and	in	Life

David Ahearn, et al., Wiley, $23

15. Unfu*k Yourself
Gary John Bishop, HarperOne, $19.99
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  1. The Glass Castle
Jeannette Walls, Scribner, $17

  2. Being Mortal: Medicine and What  
       Matters in the End

Atul Gawande, Picador USA, $16

  3. Rogue Heroes
Ben Macintyre, Broadway, $16

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. On Trails
Robert Moor, S&S, $16

  6. The Girl With the Lower Back Tattoo
Amy Schumer, Gallery, $16

  7. On Tyranny
Timothy Snyder, Tim Duggan Books, $7.99

		8.	Invisible	Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

  9. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

10. Scrappy Little Nobody
Anna Kendrick, Touchstone, $16

11. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17

12. The Pigeon Tunnel: Stories From My  
       Life

John le Carré, Penguin, $17

13. The Genius of Birds
Jennifer Ackerman, Penguin, $17

14. Dunkirk
Joshua Levine, Morrow, $16.99

15. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95
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