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The Hidden Light of Northern Fires: A Novel, 
by Daren Wang (Thomas Dunne Books, $26.99) 
“In The Hidden Light of Northern Fires, a town on the Underground 
Railroad secedes from the Union after it becomes fractured by the 
politics of the American Civil War. While Wang’s tale benefits from 
being based on truth, that is a moot point. His well-developed, very 
real characters and masterful writing are all that’s needed for an 
incredible debut. Though a novel of the home front, it is nonetheless 
a war novel focusing on how conflict brings out the best and worst 
in people. It is one of the best works of historical fiction on the Civil 
War that I’ve ever read, and perhaps even that exists.”  —Carl 
Kranz, The Fountain Bookstore, Richmond, VA

Other Indie Favorites
Unraveling Oliver: A Novel, by Liz Nugent 
(Gallery/Scout Press, $26) “Oliver, the titular center 
of Liz Nugent’s chilling debut thriller, will attract and repel the 
reader as his deep wounds and legacy of destruction are revealed 
by his own confessions and by the recollections of those whose 
lives intersect with his. The novel opens with Oliver, a successful 
writer living in apparent domestic contentment, beating his wife 
into a coma. Why? As Oliver’s crimes come into focus, Nugent’s 
brilliance is in balancing the evil he does with the evil that is done 
to him. Is he to be reviled or pitied? Or both?”  —Anmiryam 
Budner, Main Point Books, Wayne, PA

  1. A Legacy of Spies
John le Carré, Viking, $28

  2. Glass Houses
Louise Penny, Minotaur, $28.99

  3. My Absolute Darling
Gabriel Tallent, Riverhead, $27

  4. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  5. Y Is for Yesterday
Sue Grafton, Marian Wood Books/Putnam, $29

  6. Camino Island
John Grisham, Doubleday, $28.95

  7. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $26

  8. Mrs. Fletcher
Tom Perrotta, Scribner, $26

  9. Enemy of the State
Vince Flynn, Kyle Mills, Atria, $28.99

10. The Golden House
Salman Rushdie, Random House, $28.99

11. The Burning Girl
Claire Messud, Norton, $25.95

12. The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead, Doubleday, $26.95

13. The Western Star
Craig Johnson, Viking, $28

14. The Late Show
Michael Connelly, Little Brown, $28

15. The Store
James Patterson, Little Brown, $27

  1. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  2. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $27.99

  3. Al Franken, Giant of the Senate
Al Franken, Twelve, $28

  4. The Subtle Art of Not Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson, HarperOne, $24.99

  5. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

  6. Get Your Sh*t Together
Sarah Knight, Little Brown, $18.99

  7. Fantasyland: How America Went 		
	      Haywire: A 500-Year History

Kurt Andersen, Random House, $30

  8. Theft by Finding: Diaries (1977–2002)
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  9. The Book of Joy
The Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,  
Avery, $26

10. Why Buddhism Is True
Robert Wright, S&S, $27

11. Make Your Bed
William H. McRaven, Grand Central, $18

12. Coming to My Senses: The Making of a 	
	      Counterculture Cook

Alice Waters, Clarkson Potter, $27

13. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Doubleday, $28.95

14. Happy Accidents: The Transformative 	
	      Power of “Yes, And� at Work and in Life

David Ahearn, et al., Wiley, $23

15. Unfu*k Yourself
Gary John Bishop, HarperOne, $19.99

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.
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