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Indies
Introduce

First, We Make the Beast Beautiful: A New 
Journey Through Anxiety, by Sarah Wilson 
(Dey Street Books, $25.99) “First, We Make the Beast 
Beautiful evokes the strange and magical feeling of having discovered 
a personal journal in a public place. It is first and foremost a memoir 
that tackles difficult subjects, touching on many experiences, both 
traumatic and constructive, that the author feels have affected her 
journey through anxiety. A great deal of the book is spiritual and 
suggests that anxiety is the product of an unrest in the soul. Fans 
of Rupi Kaur will enjoy the candid rawness of this book, as it pulls 
them through a journey that is perhaps all too painfully familiar.”  
—Kaitie Radel, The Oxford Exchange, Tampa, FL

Other Indie Favorites
My Ex-Life: A Novel, by Stephen McCauley 
(Flatiron Books, $25.99) “This story of loves both great 
and small is most certainly not saccharine sweet. My Ex-Life reminds 
us that there is a reason for everything, and that sometimes it’s 
wise to go back to the familiar (albeit old) parts of ourselves to 
remind us just how far we’ve come. Stephen McCauley writes like 
your best friend—the one who always says what you’re thinking 
but you’d never have the guts to utter out loud. His perception of 
even the mundane tasks of life reveals a witty tone dripping with 
self-deprecation and amusement. This book is most certainly one 
you should put at the top of your to-be-read pile!”  —Jordan 
Arias, Anderson’s Bookshop, Naperville, IL

  1. How to Change Your Mind
Michael Pollan, Penguin Press, $28

  2. The Soul of America
Jon Meacham, Random House, $30

  3. A Higher Loyalty
James Comey, Flatiron, $29.99

  4. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  5. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  6. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  7. I’ll Be Gone in the Dark
Michelle McNamara, Harper, $27.99

  8. Barracoon
Zora Neale Hurston, Amistad Press, $24.99

  9. Magnolia Table
Joanna Gaines, Marah Stets, Morrow, $29.99

10. Assume the Worst
Carl Hiaasen, Roz Chast (Illus.), Knopf, $15.95

11. War on Peace
Ronan Farrow, Norton, $27.95

12. The Order of Time
Carlo Rovelli, Riverhead, $20

13. I Love Capitalism!: An American   
       Story

Ken Langone, Portfolio, $28

14. Fascism: A Warning
Madeleine Albright, Harper, $27.99

15. 12 Rules for Life
Jordan B. Peterson, Random House, $25.95
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  1. Warlight
Michael Ondaatje, Knopf, $26.95

  2. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  3. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

  4. The Fallen
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

  5. The Power
Naomi Alderman, Little Brown, $26

  6. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  7. The Mars Room
Rachel Kushner, Scribner, $27

  8. Love and Ruin
Paula McLain, Ballantine, $28

  9. Adjustment Day
Chuck Palahniuk, Norton, $26.95

10. The Overstory
Richard Powers, Norton, $27.95

11. The Female Persuasion
Meg Wolitzer, Riverhead, $28

12. Before We Were Yours
Lisa Wingate, Ballantine, $26

13. The Hellfire Club
Jake Tapper, Little Brown, $27

14. The 17th Suspect
James Patterson, Maxine Paetro, Little Brown, 
$29

15. The Favorite Sister
Jessica Knoll, S&S, $26
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  1. The Midnight Line Lee Child, Dell, $9.99
  2. Camino Island John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  3. The Whistler John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  4. No Middle Name Lee Child, Dell, $9.99
  5. The Couple Next Door Shari Lapena, Penguin, $9.99
  6. The Fix David Baldacci, Vision, $9.99
  7. Tom Clancy Point of Contact Mike Maden, Berkley, $9.99
  8. The Hypnotist’s Love Story Liane Moriarty, Berkley, $9.99
  9. The Good Daughter Karin Slaughter, Morrow, $9.99
10. Ready Player One Ernest Cline, Broadway, $9.99

FICTION                NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Paperback Week of 05.23.18

MASS MARKET
Another Indie Favorite
Wicked River: A Novel, by Jenny Milchman 
(Sourcebooks Landmark, $15.99) “I am a huge 
Jenny Milchman fan, so I had high expectations for this book. My 
expectations were met and surpassed. Doug and Natalie both 
have secrets and issues with trust. Add in debts to old friends 
and a wedding not celebrated by all, and complications are 
everywhere. The honeymoon in the wilderness is the stuff of 
nightmares and will keep your heart pounding. Any fan of a good 
thriller with psychological twists will love this book.”  —Jackie 
Willey, Fiction Addiction, Greenville, SC
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★

  1. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $17

  2. Into the Water
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $16

  3. Anything Is Possible
Elizabeth Strout, Random House, $17

  4. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  5. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $15.99

  6. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  7. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
Arundhati Roy, Vintage, $16.95

  8. Men Without Women
Haruki Murakami, Vintage, $16

  9. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

10. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $15.95

11. A Legacy of Spies
John le Carré, Penguin, $17

12. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

13. We Were the Lucky Ones
Georgia Hunter, Penguin, $16

14. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $17

15. Magpie Murders
Anthony Horowitz, Harper Perennial, $16.99

  1. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Vintage, $16.95

  2. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $16.99

  3. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. Shoe Dog
Phil Knight, Scribner, $20

  6. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Mental   
       Toughness

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

  7. The Color of Law
Richard Rothstein, Liveright, $17.95

  8. You Are a Badass at Making Money
Jen Sincero, Penguin, $16

  9. The American Spirit
David McCullough, S&S, $16

10. I Can’t Make This Up
Kevin Hart, Atria, $17

11. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

12. Why Buddhism Is True
Robert Wright, S&S, $17

13. Invisible Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

14. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

15. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17



  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $17.99

  2. Children of Blood and Bone
Tomi Adeyemi, Henry Holt and Co. (BYR), $18.99

  3. Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda
Becky Albertalli, Balzer + Bray, $10.99

  4. Holding Up the Universe
Jennifer Niven, Ember, $10.99

  5. Turtles All the Way Down
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$19.99

  6. Everything, Everything
Nicola Yoon, Ember, $10.99

  7. Caraval
Stephanie Garber, Flatiron, $10.99

  8. Leah on the Offbeat
Becky Albertalli, Balzer + Bray, $17.99

  9. The Giver
Lois Lowry, HMH Books for Young Readers, $9.99

10. The Prince and the Dressmaker
Jen Wang, First Second, $16.99

11. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$12.99

12. Heartless
Marissa Meyer, Square Fish, $10.99

13. The Hazel Wood
Melissa Albert, Flatiron, $16.99

14. One of Us Is Lying
Karen M. McManus, Delacorte Press, $17.99

15. 13 Reasons Why
Jay Asher, Razorbill, $10.99

Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 05.23.18
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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS               YOUNG ADULT

For Teen Readers 
Not If I Save You First, by Ally Carter (Scholastic 
Press, $18.99) “Ally Carter has done it again! I don’t know how 
she manages to so perfectly balance a kick-ass teenage girl with just 
a pinch of over-the-top girliness, but she nails it every time. This is a 
contemporary retelling of The Paper Bag Princess, where the prince is 
the U.S. president’s son, the princess is the son’s former best friend 
and daughter of the president’s former body guard, and the dragon is 
a Russian operative. And because it’s Ally Carter, while the girl saves 
the day and rescues the boy, teenage love still conquers all. I read 
this in one sitting and recommend you do, too.”  —BrocheAroe 
Fabian, Quail Ridge Books, Raleigh, NC

Indies
Introduce

For Ages 9 to 12 
The Parker Inheritance, by Varian Johnson 
(Arthur A. Levine Books, $16.99) “Absolutely brilliant. 
A great balance between the satisfaction of solving a mystery along 
with the stark reality of life in the Jim Crow South, with a side 
helping of showing how people are able to change—for better or 
worse—at all stages of life.”  —Sarah Rettger, Porter 
Square Books, Cambridge, MA

  1. A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle, Farrar Straus and Giroux, $8.99

  2. Be Prepared
Vera Brosgol, First Second, $12.99

  3. Endling: The Last
Katherine Applegate, Harper, $17.99

  4. Wonder
R.J. Palacio, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$16.99

  5. Positively Izzy
Terri Libenson, Balzer + Bray, $10.99

  6. Drama
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  7. Smile
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  8. Hello, Universe
Erin Entrada Kelly, Isabel Roxas (Illus.), 
Greenwillow Books, $16.99

  9. The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, the Three  
       Magical Children and Their Holy Dog

Adam Gidwitz, Hatem Aly (Illus.), Puffin, $9.99

10. The War That Saved My Life
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Puffin, $8.99

11. The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $16.95

12. Roller Girl
Victoria Jamieson, Dial, $12.99

13. Sisters
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

14. The Lifters
Dave Eggers, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$17.99

15. Ghost Boys
Jewell Parker Rhodes, Little, Brown Books for 
Young Readers, $16.99



Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers
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For Ages 4 to 8 
Alma and How She Got Her Name, by Juana 
Martinez-Neal (Candlewick Press, $15.99) 
“Names can be a powerful reminder of our family history, as 
shown in this beautiful story about a little girl with a very long 
name. Alma complains about her name (didn’t we all as kids?) 
but changes her mind as her father explains which relative each 
of her names honors. Whether you have a long, short, common, 
or unique name, this book will make you think about your name 
and smile. A treasure.”  —Cecilia Cackley, East City 
Bookshop, Washington, D.C.

  1. Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
Dr. Seuss, Random House, $18.99

  2. Last Week Tonight with John Oliver  
      Presents A Day in the Life of Marlon  
       Bundo

Jill Twiss, EG Keller, Chronicle Books, $18.99

  3. Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown,  
        Clement Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99

  4. Llama Llama Loves to Read
Anna Dewdney, Reed Duncan, Viking Books for 
Young Readers, $17.99

  5. Dragons Love Tacos
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $16.99

  6. The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Eric Carle, Putnam, $10.99

  7. Good Night, Gorilla
Peggy Rathmann, Putnam, $7.99

  8. Ocean Meets Sky
Terry Fan, Eric Fan, Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers, $17.99

  9. Square Mac Barnett, Jon Klassen (Illus.),   
        Candlewick Press, $15.99

10. Where the Wild Things Are
Maurice Sendak, Harper, $18.95

11. Dear Girl, Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Holly Hatam  
        (Illus.), Paris Rosenthal, Harper, $17.99

12. Here We Are: Notes for Living on  
       Planet Earth Oliver Jeffers, Philomel, $19.99

13. Pat the Bunny
Dorothy Kunhardt, Golden, $9.99

14. She Persisted Around the World: 13  
       Women Who Changed History

Chelsea Clinton, Alexandra Boiger (Illus.), Philomel, 
$17.99

15. Llama Llama Red Pajama
Anna Dewdney, Viking Books for Young Readers, 
$8.99

  1. Harry Potter
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books

  2. Elephant & Piggie (hardcover)
Mo Willems, Hyperion

  3. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (hardcover)
Jeff Kinney, Amulet

  4. Dog Man (hardcover)
Dav Pilkey, Graphix

  5. Who Was/Is...? (paperback)
Ann Waldron, et al., Penguin Workshop

  6. Red Queen
Victoria Aveyard, HarperTeen
New in Series: War Storm

  7. Magic Tree House
Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), Random 
House

  8. The Trials of Apollo
Rick Riordan, Hyperion

  9. The Penderwicks
Jeanne Birdsall, Yearling
New in Series: The Penderwicks at Last

10. I Survived
Lauren Tarshis, Scholastic
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  1. Warlight
Michael Ondaatje, Knopf, $26.95

  2. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  3. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

  4. The Fallen
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

  5. The Power
Naomi Alderman, Little Brown, $26

  6. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  7. The Mars Room
Rachel Kushner, Scribner, $27

  8. Love and Ruin
Paula McLain, Ballantine, $28

  9. Adjustment Day
Chuck Palahniuk, Norton, $26.95

10. The Overstory
Richard Powers, Norton, $27.95

11. The Female Persuasion
Meg Wolitzer, Riverhead, $28

12. Before We Were Yours
Lisa Wingate, Ballantine, $26

13. The Hellfire Club
Jake Tapper, Little Brown, $27

14. The 17th Suspect
James Patterson, Maxine Paetro, Little Brown, 
$29

15. The Favorite Sister
Jessica Knoll, S&S, $26

  1. Sing, Unburied, Sing
Jesmyn Ward, Scribner, $17

  2. Into the Water
Paula Hawkins, Riverhead, $16

  3. Anything Is Possible
Elizabeth Strout, Random House, $17

  4. The Woman in Cabin 10
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $16

  5. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $15.99

  6. The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Anchor, $15.95

  7. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
Arundhati Roy, Vintage, $16.95

  8. Men Without Women
Haruki Murakami, Vintage, $16

  9. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

10. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $15.95

11. A Legacy of Spies
John le Carré, Penguin, $17

12. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

13. We Were the Lucky Ones
Georgia Hunter, Penguin, $16

14. Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders, Random House, $17

15. Magpie Murders
Anthony Horowitz, Harper Perennial, $16.99
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HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Nonfiction Week of 05.23.18

 = Debut

Indies
Introduce

  1. How to Change Your Mind
Michael Pollan, Penguin Press, $28

  2. The Soul of America
Jon Meacham, Random House, $30

  3. A Higher Loyalty
James Comey, Flatiron, $29.99

  4. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  5. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  6. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  7. I’ll Be Gone in the Dark
Michelle McNamara, Harper, $27.99

  8. Barracoon
Zora Neale Hurston, Amistad Press, $24.99

  9. Magnolia Table
Joanna Gaines, Marah Stets, Morrow, $29.99

10. Assume the Worst
Carl Hiaasen, Roz Chast (Illus.), Knopf, $15.95

11. War on Peace
Ronan Farrow, Norton, $27.95

12. The Order of Time
Carlo Rovelli, Riverhead, $20

13. I Love Capitalism!: An American   
       Story

Ken Langone, Portfolio, $28

14. Fascism: A Warning
Madeleine Albright, Harper, $27.99

15. 12 Rules for Life
Jordan B. Peterson, Random House, $25.95

★

★

★

  1. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Vintage, $16.95

  2. Hillbilly Elegy
J.D. Vance, Harper, $16.99

  3. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

  4. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  5. Shoe Dog
Phil Knight, Scribner, $20

  6. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Mental   
       Toughness

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

  7. The Color of Law
Richard Rothstein, Liveright, $17.95

  8. You Are a Badass at Making Money
Jen Sincero, Penguin, $16

  9. The American Spirit
David McCullough, S&S, $16

10. I Can’t Make This Up
Kevin Hart, Atria, $17

11. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

12. Why Buddhism Is True
Robert Wright, S&S, $17

13. Invisible Influence
Jonah Berger, S&S, $16

14. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Emotional  
       Intelligence

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

15. Evicted
Matthew Desmond, Broadway, $17


