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Indies
Introduce

Invitation to a Bonfire: A Novel, by Adrienne 
Celt (Bloomsbury Publishing, $26) “Adrienne Celt’s 
Invitation to a Bonfire is a propulsive literary thriller masterfully 
constructed and written with an extraordinary, raw urgency that 
will leave readers breathless. Inspired by the marriage of Vladimir 
and Vera Nabokov, Celt explores the love and ambition of two 
strong-willed women who compete for the passions and artistic 
control of a literary icon. The novel’s characters are original and 
vividly drawn, with all the complexity and contradictions of their 
emotions and intensions fully realized. This is a story that you will 
not be able to put down, and certainly one of the most memorable 
and satisfying reads of the year. Adrienne Celt is a writer to watch.”  
—Lori Feathers, Interabang Books, Dallas, TX

Other Indie Favorites
The Book of Essie: A Novel, by Meghan 
MacLean Weir (Knopf, $25.95) “The Book of Essie is 
a captivating debut. The novel focuses on 16-year-old Essie Hicks, 
a star on a reality TV show following her preacher father and her 
ultra-religious, conservative family. When Essie finds out she is 
pregnant, she must protect herself and her future in the face of 
public scorn. I couldn’t stop turning the pages to see what would 
happen to Essie and Roarke, the boy Essie’s mother has decided 
she will marry in a primetime, live-televised wedding. Weir proves 
herself to be a brilliant new talent with a sensitive but unflinching 
take on child exploitation and life in the public eye. A must-read!”  
—Liv Stratman, Books Are Magic, Brooklyn, NY

  1. Calypso
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  2. How to Change Your Mind
Michael Pollan, Penguin Press, $28

  3. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  4. The Soul of America
Jon Meacham, Random House, $30

  5. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  6. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  7. A Higher Loyalty
James Comey, Flatiron, $29.99

  8. Barracoon
Zora Neale Hurston, Amistad, $24.99

  9. Pops
Michael Chabon, Harper, $19.99

10. The Restless Wave
John McCain, Mark Salter, S&S, $30

11. The World As It Is
Ben Rhodes, Random House, $30

12. Lincoln’s Last Trial: The Murder Case  
       That Propelled Him to the Presidency

Dan Abrams, David Fisher, Hanover Square Press, 
$26.99

13. I’ll Be Gone in the Dark
Michelle McNamara, Harper, $27.99

14. The Order of Time
Carlo Rovelli, Riverhead, $20

15. Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon  
       Valley Startup

John Carreyrou, Knopf, $27.95

  1. The President Is Missing
Bill Clinton, James Patterson, Little Brown, $30

  2. There There
Tommy Orange, Knopf, $25.95

  3. The Outsider
Stephen King, Scribner, $30

  4. Warlight
Michael Ondaatje, Knopf, $26.95

  5. Florida
Lauren Groff, Riverhead, $27

  6. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  7. The Word Is Murder
Anthony Horowitz, Harper, $27.99

  8. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  9. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

10. When Life Gives You Lululemons
Lauren Weisberger, S&S, $26.99

11. The Death of Mrs. Westaway
Ruth Ware, Gallery/Scout Press, $26.99

12. Us Against You
Fredrik Backman, Atria, $28

13. The Overstory
Richard Powers, Norton, $27.95

14. The Power
Naomi Alderman, Little Brown, $26

15. The Fallen
David Baldacci, Grand Central, $29

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

★

★


