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Indies
Introduce

America for Beginners: A Novel, by Leah 
Franqui (William Morrow, $26.99) “A poignant story 
that confronts cultural, racial, and gender stereotypes through three 
people who end up on a trip across the U.S. The story revolves 
around a Bengali widow of means whose gay son was disowned; a 
young Bangladeshi man who has a job as a tour agent; and a young, 
white American woman who aspires to be an actress. These three 
are united in the journey initiated by the widow to tour the U.S., 
but really to find her son and confront his lover. Courage to face 
the unknown—whether it is a foreign country or questioning a 
previously held conviction—shapes the story and shows that we all 
have the potential to grow and change.” —Susan Bush, Island 
Bound Bookstore, Block Island, RI

Other Indie Favorites
Dear Mrs. Bird: A Novel, by AJ Pearce 
(Scribner, $26) “What initially seems like a breezy career 
girl story quickly turns into a gripping novel set in the WWII 
London blitzkrieg. During the nightly bombing runs, Emmeline 
volunteers at a nearby fire dispatch center. She dreams of 
becoming a journalist, but instead lands a day job screening advice-
seeking letters for a weekly magazine, Women’s Friends. All too 
soon, she and her friends become victims of the bombings and 
must deal with losses and new horrors each night. In Dear Mrs. 
Bird, AJ Pearce has given us a most memorable story about both 
the visible and hidden casualties of war. Recommended for all, 
including book clubs!” —Nancy Simpson-Brice, Book 
Vault, Oskaloosa, IA

  1. Calypso
David Sedaris, Little Brown, $28

  2. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  3. Unhinged: An Insider’s Account of the  
       Trump White House

Omarosa Manigault Newman, Gallery, $28

  4. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
Neil deGrasse Tyson, Norton, $18.95

  5. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  6. How to Change Your Mind
Michael Pollan, Penguin Press, $28

  7. The Soul of America
Jon Meacham, Random House, $30

  8. Unfu*k Yourself
Gary John Bishop, HarperOne, $19.99

  9. House of Trump, House of Putin
Craig Unger, Dutton, $30

10. Born a Crime
Trevor Noah, Spiegel & Grau, $28

11. Fly Girls
Keith O’Brien, Eamon Dolan/Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, $28

12. Barracoon
Zora Neale Hurston, Amistad, $24.99

13. The Hidden Life of Trees
Peter Wohlleben, Greystone Books, $24.95

14. The Tangled Tree: A Radical New  
       History of Life

David Quammen, S&S, $30

15. Girl, Wash Your Face
Rachel Hollis, Thomas Nelson, $22.99

  1. There There
Tommy Orange, Knopf, $25.95

  2. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

  3. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  4. The President Is Missing
Bill Clinton, James Patterson, Little Brown, $30

  5. Little Fires Everywhere
Celeste Ng, Penguin Press, $27

  6. The Other Woman
Daniel Silva, Harper, $28.99

  7. The Outsider
Stephen King, Scribner, $30

  8. When Life Gives You Lululemons
Lauren Weisberger, S&S, $26.99

  9. Clock Dance
Anne Tyler, Knopf, $26.95

10. Warlight
Michael Ondaatje, Knopf, $26.95

11. Cherry
Nico Walker, Knopf, $26.95

12. My Year of Rest and Relaxation
Ottessa Moshfegh, Penguin Press, $26

13. Ghosted
Rosie Walsh, Pamela Dorman Books, $26

14. Before We Were Yours
Lisa Wingate, Ballantine, $26

15. Texas Ranger
James Patterson, Little Brown, $28

Based on reporting from hundreds of independent bookstores across America.  Copyright American Booksellers Association.  All rights reserved.

★

★

★

★

★

★

★


