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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS               YOUNG ADULT

 = Debut

For Teen Readers 
Darius the Great Is Not Okay, by Adib Khorram 
(Dial Books, $17.99) “A beautiful, thoughtful book that is 
all the more impressive for being a debut! Darius is visiting Iran 
with his family and meeting his grandparents in person for the first 
time. He struggles with fitting into an unfamiliar culture and feeling 
like a disappointment to his father, but a new friendship helps him 
learn some truths about himself and see the world in a new way. An 
achingly relatable story in a wry, honest voice. Stunning.” —Cecelia 
Cackley, East City Bookshop, Washington, DC

★

Indies
Introduce

For Ages 9 to 12 
Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster, by 
Jonathan Auxier (Amulet Books, $18.99) “Nan 
Sparrow is the sort of heroine the word ‘plucky’ was invented for. 
From her unconventional life traveling with her beloved Sweep, she 
has fallen into indentured servitude as a ‘climbing boy.’ When she 
gets lodged in a chimney during a fire, she’s sure she’s a goner...
until she awakens in the rubble of that chimney with a sentient bit 
of char rolling at her feet. Thus begins her new life on the lam with 
Charlie. This is a heartfelt and satisfying story of found family that 
shows how even devastating loss can be transformed into beautiful 
remembrance.” —Sarah Holt, Left Bank Books, St. 
Louis, MO
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  1. Louisiana’s Way Home
Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick, $16.99

  2. Rosie Revere and the Raucous   
       Riveters: The Questioneers Book #1

Andrea Beaty, David Roberts (Illus.), $12.99

  3. The House with a Clock in Its Walls
John Bellairs, Edward Gorey (Illus.), Puffin, $7.99

  4. Max Einstein: The Genius Experiment
James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein, Beverly 
Johnson (Illus.), jimmy patterson, $14.99

  5. Squirm Carl Hiaasen, Knopf Books for Young  
        Readers, $18.99

  6. I Lost My Tooth! (Unlimited Squirrels)
Mo Willems, Disney/Hyperion, $12.99

  7. Smile Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  8. The Mac Undercover (Mac B., Kid Spy  
       #1) Mac Barnett, Mike Lowery (Illus.), Orchard  
        Books, $12.99

  9. Ghosts Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

10. The Land of Stories: The Ultimate  
       Book Hugger’s Guide

Chris Colfer, Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, $18.99

11. Sisters Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

12. The Atlas Obscura Explorer’s Guide  
       for the World’s Most Adventurous Kid

Dylan Thuras, Rosemary Mosco, Joy Ang (Illus.), 
Workman, $19.95

13. Be Prepared
Vera Brosgol, First Second, $12.99

14. Charlotte’s Web
E.B. White, Harper, $8.99

15. Drama
Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $18.99

  2. Bridge of Clay
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, $26

  3. Hey, Kiddo
Jarrett J. Krosoczka, Graphix, $14.99

  4. Dear Evan Hansen
Val Emmich, et al., Poppy, $18.99

  5. What If It’s Us
Becky Albertalli, Adam Silvera, HarperTeen, $18.99

  6. Turtles All the Way Down
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, $19.99

  7. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$12.99

  8. Children of Blood and Bone
Tomi Adeyemi, Henry Holt and Co. (BYR), $18.99

  9. Dry
Neal Shusterman, Jarrod Shusterman, Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, $18.99

10. Renegades
Marissa Meyer, Square Fish, $10.99

11. The Giver
Lois Lowry, HMH Books for Young Readers, $9.99

12. A Very Large Expanse of Sea
Tahereh Mafi, Harper, $18.99

13. Everything, Everything
Nicola Yoon, Ember, $10.99

14. The Lady’s Guide to Petticoats and  
       Piracy

Mackenzi Lee, Katherine Tegen Books, $18.99

15. On a Sunbeam
Tillie Walden, First Second, $21.99


