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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS               YOUNG ADULT

For Teen Readers 
Empress of All Seasons, by Emiko Jean (HMH 
Books for Young Readers, $17.99) “What a fantastic 
fantasy read! Author Emiko Jean makes full use of Japanese words and 
mystical elements of the yokai to craft a feudal-like world of historical 
emperor-led Japan featuring a kick-ass young woman with powers 
beyond mortal humans. Her Hunger Games-like quest of survival of the 
fittest in the bewitched Season Rooms brings together themes of love, 
trust, and loyalty. A real page-turner, this young adult fantasy is sure 
to be hit.” —Maureen Palacios, Once Upon a Time, 
Montrose, CA

For Ages 9 to 12 
Dragons in a Bag, by Zetta Elliott (Random 
House Books for Young Readers, $16.99) “Did you 
know there’s a portal to other dimensions right at the entrance to 
Prospect Park? A marvelous boy is dropped off with a strange woman 
for the day while his mother goes off to navigate real-world problems. 
The woman turns out to be a witch, and together they set out to 
deliver three small dragons back to their realm because there’s no 
magic left in our world and they won’t survive here. I love the magical 
escape from the complexity of life as a city kid, that real city-kid 
issues are addressed in the backstory, and that this is subtle enough 
to not feel pedantic.” —Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight 
Bookstore (Fort Greene), Brooklyn, NY

  1. The Atlas Obscura Explorer’s Guide  
       for the World’s Most Adventurous Kid

Dylan Thuras, Rosemary Mosco, Joy Ang (Illus.), 
Workman, $19.95

  2. Louisiana’s Way Home
Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick, $16.99

  3. Rosie Revere and the Raucous   
       Riveters Andrea Beaty, David Roberts (Illus.),  
         Amulet Books, $12.99

  4. Squirm Carl Hiaasen, Knopf Books for Young  
        Readers, $18.99

  5. Drama Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  6. The Complete Cookbook for Young  
       Chefs America’s Test Kitchen Kids, Sourcebooks  
        Jabberwocky, $19.99

  7. An Anthology of Intriguing Animals
DK Children, $19.99

  8. Smile Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  9. I Lost My Tooth! (Unlimited Squirrels)
Mo Willems, Disney/Hyperion, $12.99

10. Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch
Random House Books for Young Readers, $9.99

11. Mac Undercover (Mac B., Kid Spy #1)
Mac Barnett, Mike Lowery (Illus.), Orchard Books, 
$12.99

12. Sisters Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

13. Stories for Boys Who Dare to Be   
       Different Ben Brooks, Quinton Wintor (Illus.),  
        Running Press Kids, $16.99

14. The Land of Stories: The Ultimate  
       Book Hugger’s Guide Chris Colfer, Little,  
        Brown Books for Young Readers, $18.99

15. Max Einstein: The Genius Experiment
James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein, Beverly 
Johnson (Illus.), jimmy patterson, $14.99

  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $18.99

  2. Bridge of Clay
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, $26

  3. Dear Evan Hansen
Val Emmich, et al., Poppy, $18.99

  4. Children of Blood and Bone
Tomi Adeyemi, Henry Holt and Co. (BYR), $18.99

  5. Hey, Kiddo
Jarrett J. Krosoczka, Graphix, $14.99

  6. The Injustice
James Patterson, jimmy patterson, $9.99

  7. Turtles All the Way Down
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$19.99

  8. Looking for Alaska (Penguin Minis)
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, $12

  9. What If It’s Us
Becky Albertalli, Adam Silvera, HarperTeen, $18.99

10. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$12.99

11. Skyward
Brandon Sanderson, Delacorte Press, $19.99

12. The Poet X
Elizabeth Acevedo, HarperTeen, $17.99

13. One of Us Is Lying
Karen M. McManus, Delacorte Press, $17.99

14. Dry
Neal Shusterman, Jarrod Shusterman, Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, $18.99

15. The Prince and the Dressmaker
Jen Wang, First Second, $16.99


