
FICTION                  NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Hardcover Week of 12.26.18 

Indies
Introduce

Other Indie Favorites
Vita Nostra: A Novel, by Marina and Sergey 
Dyachenko (Harper Voyager, $26.99) “One part 
coming-of-age parable and one part psychological horror, this 
book combines dark fantasy with contemporary magical realism, 
and I can’t stop thinking about the resulting magnificence weeks 
after finishing it. Beautifully translated from its original Russian, 
Vita Nostra brilliantly explores the period in early adulthood 
where we consider the price we’re willing to pay to discover our 
full potential, and how we make ourselves vulnerable when we 
strive for outside approval.”  —Ilana Darrant, Bookshop 
Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA

Witness: Lessons From Elie Wiesel’s Classroom, 
by Ariel Burger (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$26) “Elie Wiesel—witness, writer, and humanitarian—wanted 
to be remembered foremost as a teacher.  Ariel Burger, a longtime 
student, teaching assistant, and friend, has given us an intimate and 
moving portrait of this extraordinary man and the profound lessons 
he had to share.”  —Dale Szczeblowski, Porter Square 
Bookstore, Cambridge, MA

  1. Becoming
Michelle Obama, Crown, $32.50

  2. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  3. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  4. The Point of It All
Charles Krauthammer, Crown Forum, $28

  5. Brief Answers to the Big Questions
Stephen Hawking, Bantam, $25

  6. The Library Book
Susan Orlean, S&S, $28

  7. The Fifth Risk
Michael Lewis, Norton, $26.95

  8. Girl, Wash Your Face
Rachel Hollis, Thomas Nelson, $22.99

  9. Gmorning, Gnight!
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Jonny Sun (Illus.), Random 
House, $22

10. Leadership: In Turbulent Times
Doris Kearns Goodwin, S&S, $30

11. 21 Lessons for the 21st Century
Yuval Noah Harari, Spiegel & Grau, $28

12. Almost Everything
Anne Lamott, Riverhead, $20

13. Ottolenghi Simple: A Cookbook
Yotam Ottolenghi, Ten Speed Press, $35

14. You Are a Badass Every Day
Jen Sincero, Viking, $20

15. Fear: Trump in the White House
Bob Woodward, S&S, $30

  1. Unsheltered
Barbara Kingsolver, Harper, $29.99

  2. The Reckoning
John Grisham, Doubleday, $29.95

  3. There There
Tommy Orange, Knopf, $25.95

  4. Fire & Blood
George R.R. Martin, Doug Wheatley (Illus.), 
Bantam, $35

  5. Kingdom of the Blind
Louise Penny, Minotaur, $28.99

  6. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  7. Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens, Putnam, $26

  8. Nine Perfect Strangers
Liane Moriarty, Flatiron Books, $28.99

  9. Past Tense
Lee Child, Delacorte Press, $28.99

10. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

11. The Next Person You Meet in   
       Heaven

Mitch Albom, Harper, $23.99

12. The Travelling Cat Chronicles
Hiro Arikawa, Berkley, $20

13. The Witch Elm
Tana French, Viking, $28

14. Every Breath
Nicholas Sparks, Grand Central, $28

15. Elevation
Stephen King, Scribner, $19.95
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FICTION                NONFICTION

 Indie Bestsellers
Paperback Week of 12.26.18

MASS MARKET
Another Indie Favorite
Ultraluminous: A Novel, by Katherine Faw 
(Picador, $17) “No one is just one thing. Take K, for 
instance: She spends her days getting just high enough and 
managing the men who pay her for sex. Time passes in a 
blur of heroin, hedonism, and risky sushi from Duane Reade, 
but underneath that routine is something else. And it is this 
something else that is with K all the time, throughout the 
manicures and the art films and the stain on the ceiling above 
her bed and the memories of what came before. Who is K, 
really? Ultraluminous is raw, hideous, and beautiful, an open 
wound of a book.”  —Lauren Peugh, Powell’s Books, 
Portland, OR

  1. Origin Dan Brown, Anchor, $9.99
  2. The Cuban Affair Nelson DeMille, Pocket, $9.99
  3. The Rooster Bar John Grisham, Dell, $9.99
  4. The Couple Next Door Shari Lapena, Penguin, $9.99
  5. A Dog’s Way Home W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $9.99
  6. Tom Clancy Power and Empire Marc Cameron, Berkley,  
 $9.99
  7. Dune Frank Herbert, Ace, $9.99
  8. The Name of the Wind Patrick Rothfuss, DAW, $9.99
  9. Instinct James Patterson, Howard Roughan, Vision, $9.99
10. Princess James Patterson, Rees Jones, Grand Central, $9.99

 = Debut

★

  1. Less
Andrew Sean Greer, Back Bay, $15.99

  2. The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Heather Morris, Harper, $16.99

  3. Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine
Gail Honeyman, Penguin, $16

  4. Crazy Rich Asians
Kevin Kwan, Anchor, $16

  5. Milkman
Anna Burns, Graywolf Press, $16

  6. The Best American Short Stories   
       2018

Roxane Gay, Heidi Pitlor (Eds.), Mariner, $15.99

  7. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $16.99

  8. My Brilliant Friend
Elena Ferrante, Europa Editions, $17

  9. The Wife Between Us
Greer Hendricks, Sarah Pekkanen, St. Martin’s 
Griffin, $16.99

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

11. Hope Never Dies
Andrew Shaffer, Quirk Books, $14.99

12. A Dog’s Way Home
W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $14.99

13. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $15.95

14. In the Midst of Winter
Isabel Allende, Atria, $17

15. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16

  1. Sapiens
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

  2. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Vintage, $16.95

  3. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  4. Beautiful Boy
David Sheff, Eamon Dolan/Mariner Books, $15.99

  5. Kitchen Confidential
Anthony Bourdain, Ecco, $16.99

  6. Shoe Dog
Phil Knight, Scribner, $20

  7. Code Girls
Liza Mundy, Hachette, $16.99

  8. Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of  
       New Orleans

Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger, Sentinel, $17

  9. The Old Farmer’s Almanac 2019
Old Farmer's Almanac, $7.95

10. My Own Words
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, S&S, $18

11. Promise Me, Dad
Joe Biden, Flatiron Books, $17.99

12. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

13. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

14. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Mental   
       Toughness

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

15. Walking the Americas
Levison Wood, Grove Press, $17



Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 12.26.18
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EARLY & MIDDLE GRADE READERS               YOUNG ADULT

 = Debut

For Teen Readers 
How She Died, How I Lived, by Mary Crockett 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99)  
“The unnamed main character is one of five girls that were texted by 
a local boy with murder on his mind—only one girl replied, and only 
one girl was brutally murdered. A year later, our heroine is dealing 
with survivor’s guilt, the upcoming sentencing for the murderer, and 
a crush on the dead girl’s boyfriend. A life forever changed by the 
what-ifs of one fateful day—the violence that can so easily end the 
life of any woman—makes for an unforgettable and unputdownable 
read.”  —Kate Towery, The Fountain Bookstore, 
Richmond, VA

For Ages 9 to 12 
Astrid the Unstoppable, by Maria Parr 
(Candlewick, $16.99) “Astrid may not have other children 
to play with in her small Norwegian village of Glimmerdal, but her 
life is full nonetheless. There’s her 74-year-old best friend, her pet 
seagull Snorri, and the most beautiful mountains and valleys and 
waterfalls just perfect for grand adventures. As long as she stays 
away from Mr. Hagen’s Wellness Retreat and dogs, her life is very 
nearly perfect. But perfection isn’t what life is about. It’s about 
heading off to make new friends, reuniting with old friends, and 
solving a decades-old mystery.”  —BrocheAroe Fabian, 
River Dog Book Co., Beaver Dam, WI

★

  1. The Atlas Obscura Explorer’s Guide  
       for the World’s Most Adventurous Kid

Dylan Thuras, Rosemary Mosco, Joy Ang (Illus.), 
Workman, $19.95

  2. Louisiana’s Way Home
Kate DiCamillo, Candlewick, $16.99

  3. Mary Poppins (Illustrated Gift Edition)
P.L. Travers, Julia Sarda (Illus.), HMH Books for 
Young Readers, $24.99

  4. Squirm Carl Hiaasen, Knopf Books for Young  
        Readers, $18.99

  5. Rosie Revere and the Raucous   
       Riveters: The Questioneers Book #1

Andrea Beaty, David Roberts (Illus.), Abrams, $12.99

  6. Mac Undercover (Mac B., Kid Spy #1)
Mac Barnett, Mike Lowery (Illus.), Orchard Books, 
$12.99

  7. A Velocity of Being: Letters to a Young  
       Reader Maria Popova, Claudia Bedrick (Eds.),  
        Enchanted Lion Books, $34.95

  8. Drama Raina Telgemeier, Graphix, $10.99

  9. A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle, Square Fish, $8.99

10. Seeing Stars: A Complete Guide to the  
      88 Constellations

Sara Gillingham, Phaidon Press, $24.95

11. Charlotte’s Web
E.B. White, HarperCollins, $8.99

12. The Girl Who Drank the Moon
Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $17.95

13. Hatchet Gary Paulsen, Drew Willis (Illus.), Simon  
        & Schuster Books for Young Readers, $9.99

14. The Complete Cookbook for Young  
       Chefs America’s Test Kitchen Kids, Sourcebooks  
        Jabberwocky, $19.99

15. The War That Saved My Life
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Puffin, $8.99

  1. The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas, Balzer + Bray, $18.99

  2. Children of Blood and Bone
Tomi Adeyemi, Henry Holt and Co. (BYR), $18.99

  3. Bridge of Clay
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$26

  4. Dear Evan Hansen
Val Emmich, et al., Poppy, $18.99

  5. The Book Thief
Markus Zusak, Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$14.99

  6. Turtles All the Way Down
John Green, Dutton Books for Young Readers, 
$19.99

  7. The Injustice
James Patterson, Emily Raymond (With), jimmy 
patterson, $9.99

  8. The Poet X
Elizabeth Acevedo, HarperTeen, $17.99

  9. The Assassination of Brangwain   
       Spurge

M.T. Anderson, Eugene Yelchin, Candlewick, $24.99

10. Dry
Neal Shusterman, Jarrod Shusterman, Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, $18.99

11. Hey, Kiddo
Jarrett J. Krosoczka, Graphix, $14.99

12. Fangirl
Rainbow Rowell, Wednesday Books, $10.99

13. Skyward
Brandon Sanderson, Delacorte Press, $19.99

14. Ashes in the Snow
Ruta Sepetys, Penguin, $9.99

15. The Prince and the Dressmaker
Jen Wang, First Second, $16.99



Children’s
 Indie Bestsellers

Week of 12.26.18
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CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED              CHILDREN’S SERIES

 = Debut

All Fiction Series titles are hardcover and paperback unless noted.

For Ages 4 to 8 
Love, Z, by Jessie Sima (Simon & Schuster 
Books for Young Readers, $17.99) “Z the robot 
goes on a quest to find the meaning of love, but none of the 
answers he finds compute—until he meets the reason for his 
quest and the answer to his question. This perfect read-aloud 
warmed my heart, recharged my batteries, and made me smile.”  
—Kathleen Carey, Book House of Stuyvesant 
Plaza, Albany, NY

★

  1. The Wonky Donkey
Craig Smith, Katz Cowley (Illus.), Scholastic, $7.99

  2. How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Dr. Seuss, Random House, $16.99

  3. The Snowy Nap Jan Brett, G.P. Putnam’s Sons  
        Books for Young Readers, $18.99

  4. The Polar Express Chris Van Allsburg, HMH  
        Books for Young Readers, $19.99

  5. Santa Bruce
Ryan T. Higgins, Disney/Hyperion, $17.99

  6. Construction Site on Christmas Night
Sherri Duskey Rinker, A.G. Ford (Illus.), Chronicle 
Books, $16.99

  7. Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown,  
        Clement Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99

  8. The Snowy Day Ezra Jack Keats, Viking Books  
        for Young Readers, $19.99

  9. We Don’t Eat Our Classmates
Ryan T. Higgins, Disney/Hyperion, $17.99

10. The Mitten Jan Brett, G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books  
        for Young Readers, $7.99

11. Dragons Love Tacos
Adam Rubin, Daniel Salmieri (Illus.), Dial, $16.99

12. Where the Wild Things Are
Maurice Sendak, Harper, $18.95

13. Mary Poppins
P.L. Travers, Genevieve Godbout (Illus.), HMH 
Books for Young Readers, $17.99

14. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy   
       Evening

Robert Frost, Susan Jeffers (Illus.), Dutton, $16.99

15. Little Blue Truck’s Christmas
Alice Schertle, Jill McElmurry (Illus.), HMH Books 
for Young Readers, $14.99

  1. Harry Potter
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books

  2. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (hardcover)
Jeff Kinney, Amulet

  3. Dog Man (hardcover)
Dav Pilkey, Graphix

  4. Elephant & Piggie (hardcover)
Mo Willems, Hyperion

  5. Magic Tree House
Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), Random 
House

  6. Who Was/Is...? (paperback)
Ann Waldron, et al., Penguin Workshop

  7. The Princess in Black
Shannon Hale, Dean Hale, Candlewick

  8. Wings of Fire
Tui T. Sutherland, Scholastic

  9. Amulet
Kazu Kibuishi, Graphix

10. Captain Underpants
Dav Pilkey, Scholastic
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HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Fiction Week of 12.26.18

Indies
Introduce

  1. Unsheltered
Barbara Kingsolver, Harper, $29.99

  2. The Reckoning
John Grisham, Doubleday, $29.95

  3. There There
Tommy Orange, Knopf, $25.95

  4. Fire & Blood
George R.R. Martin, Doug Wheatley (Illus.), 
Bantam, $35

  5. Kingdom of the Blind
Louise Penny, Minotaur, $28.99

  6. Circe
Madeline Miller, Little Brown, $27

  7. Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens, Putnam, $26

  8. Nine Perfect Strangers
Liane Moriarty, Flatiron Books, $28.99

  9. Past Tense
Lee Child, Delacorte Press, $28.99

10. A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles, Viking, $27

11. The Next Person You Meet in   
       Heaven

Mitch Albom, Harper, $23.99

12. The Travelling Cat Chronicles
Hiro Arikawa, Berkley, $20

13. The Witch Elm
Tana French, Viking, $28

14. Every Breath
Nicholas Sparks, Grand Central, $28

15. Elevation
Stephen King, Scribner, $19.95

  1. Less
Andrew Sean Greer, Back Bay, $15.99

  2. The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Heather Morris, Harper, $16.99

  3. Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine
Gail Honeyman, Penguin, $16

  4. Crazy Rich Asians
Kevin Kwan, Anchor, $16

  5. Milkman
Anna Burns, Graywolf Press, $16

  6. The Best American Short Stories   
       2018

Roxane Gay, Heidi Pitlor (Eds.), Mariner, $15.99

  7. Pachinko
Min Jin Lee, Grand Central, $16.99

  8. My Brilliant Friend
Elena Ferrante, Europa Editions, $17

  9. The Wife Between Us
Greer Hendricks, St. Martin’s Griffin, $16.99

10. All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, Scribner, $17

11. Hope Never Dies
Andrew Shaffer, Quirk Books, $14.99

12. A Dog’s Way Home
W. Bruce Cameron, Forge, $14.99

13. Norse Mythology
Neil Gaiman, Norton, $15.95

14. In the Midst of Winter
Isabel Allende, Atria, $17

15. The Couple Next Door
Shari Lapena, Penguin, $16
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HARDCOVER               PAPERBACK

 Indie Bestsellers
Nonfiction Week of 12.26.18

 = Debut

Indies
Introduce

  1. Becoming
Michelle Obama, Crown, $32.50

  2. Educated
Tara Westover, Random House, $28

  3. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
Mark Manson, Harper, $24.99

  4. The Point of It All
Charles Krauthammer, Crown Forum, $28

  5. Brief Answers to the Big Questions
Stephen Hawking, Bantam, $25

  6. The Library Book
Susan Orlean, S&S, $28

  7. The Fifth Risk
Michael Lewis, Norton, $26.95

  8. Girl, Wash Your Face
Rachel Hollis, Thomas Nelson, $22.99

  9. Gmorning, Gnight!
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Jonny Sun (Illus.), Random 
House, $22

10. Leadership: In Turbulent Times
Doris Kearns Goodwin, S&S, $30

11. 21 Lessons for the 21st Century
Yuval Noah Harari, Spiegel & Grau, $28

12. Almost Everything
Anne Lamott, Riverhead, $20

13. Ottolenghi Simple: A Cookbook
Yotam Ottolenghi, Ten Speed Press, $35

14. You Are a Badass Every Day
Jen Sincero, Viking, $20

15. Fear: Trump in the White House
Bob Woodward, S&S, $30

★

  1. Sapiens
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

  2. Killers of the Flower Moon
David Grann, Vintage, $16.95

  3. You Are a Badass
Jen Sincero, Running Press, $16

  4. Beautiful Boy
David Sheff, Eamon Dolan/Mariner Books, $15.99

  5. Kitchen Confidential
Anthony Bourdain, Ecco, $16.99

  6. Shoe Dog
Phil Knight, Scribner, $20

  7. Code Girls
Liza Mundy, Hachette, $16.99

  8. Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of  
       New Orleans

Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger, Sentinel, $17

  9. The Old Farmer’s Almanac 2019
Old Farmer's Almanac, $7.95

10. My Own Words
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, S&S, $18

11. Promise Me, Dad
Joe Biden, Flatiron Books, $17.99

12. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Managing  
       Yourself

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

13. Homo Deus
Yuval Noah Harari, Harper Perennial, $22.99

14. HBR’s 10 Must Reads on Mental   
       Toughness

Harvard Business School Press, $24.95

15. Walking the Americas
Levison Wood, Grove Press, $17


