[STORE LETTERHEAD]

[DATE]

The Honorable [FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY] [STATE]

Dear Representative [LAST NAME]:

As an independent bookseller with a [STORE/RESIDENCE] in [CITY], I urge you to support the Marketplace Fairness Act (H.R.684), a bill that would give states the right to require remote sellers to collect and remit sales tax. The bill has bipartisan support, as seen by a March 22 vote where the U.S. Senate overwhelmingly passed a budget resolution amendment in support of sales tax fairness by a count of 75-24. I urge you to support H.R.684, as well.

For too long, Main Street retailers have been forced to compete at an unfair disadvantage to remote retailers who are not collecting sales tax. The result has not only hurt retailers like me, but the loss of sales tax revenue has deprived communities across [STATE] of much-needed funds. 

It’s time to level the playing field for Main Street retailers. As e-commerce grows, the situation will only get worse. And this is an issue that not only affects businesses like mine, but retailers of all shapes and sizes. Indeed, most independent bookstores like mine also sell online, but we collect sales tax.
Importantly, this is bill is not a new tax. When someone purchases a product online, either the retailer collects and remits the sales tax, or the buyer is liable to remit it. Under the Marketplace Fairness Act, the remote retailer would be liable to collect and remit the sales tax to the state. Moreover, the Act gives states the right to require remote resellers to collect and remit, but it does not force any state to do so. 
Moreover, this bill does not impose a tax burden on small business owners. The Act establishes a small-seller exception for remote sellers whose annual remote sales are less than $1 million.
Indeed, as a small business owner myself, I believe the Marketplace Fairness Act is the right thing to do. 
I do hope you will stand up for [STATE]’s Main Street retailers by supporting sales tax fairness.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[BOOKSTORE NAME]

